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CareMore Health Plan is an HMO/HMO SNP plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in CareMore Health Plan depends on contract renewal.
Y0017_011312A CHP CMS Accepted (01272013)

1-877-211-6614 
(TTY users only should call 711)
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CareMore.com

At CareMore (HMO & HMO SNP) Health Plan our vision is to significantly 

improve the lives of Medicare beneficiaries. We do this with a focus on 

preventative care and our specially designed special needs (SNP) plans. 

You may qualify to switch to CareMore TODAY. 
Call for more information.
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Do you agree with our columnists? Did anyone get you angry, make you 
think or simply put a smile on your face?

Please tell us by forwarding your comments, thoughts or suggestions to 
Publisher Dan at: dan@thevegasvoice.net. 

And whatever you do, don’t forget our website. Read about the latest in-
formation about us grown-ups so you can keep up to date with everything 
going on.

You can also hear our great radio interviews. Check out all our good stuff 
at: www.thevegasvoice.net.

What Do You Think?

For over the past decade, Marty Allen has performed with his on and off stage 
singing partner Karon Kate Blackwell.

1. How much do I love America? Are you 
kidding? I love everything about Ameri-
ca - the people of America; the songs of 
America; the Bank of America!

2. It’s easy to spot a 
psychiatrist in a nud-
ist colony. He’s the 
only guy listening 
instead of look-
ing.

3. Ev-
ery woman 
should hold 
on to her 
youth; but 
not when he’s driving.

4. People don’t want to be in traffic, it’s 
just there’s no other place to go when you 
can’t find a parking place. 

5. In whiskey, it’s age; in a cigarette, it’s 

taste, and in a convertible, it’s impossible.
6. My friend Herbie said: “My wife is the 

greatest argument for twin beds.”
7. Happiness is when an old man 

marries a frigid woman.
8. If you put a coffee 

table in your bedroom, 
would it keep you 

up all night?
9. A man is 

i n c o m p l e t e 
until he’s 

married, but 
that’s when 
he’s really fin-
ished.

10. Money can’t buy love, but it does 
put you in a good bargaining position.

Extra: It’s better to have loved and lost 
- provided no alimony is involved.

Hello DereMarty Allen

Marty’s Top Ten
Hello Dere
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“Dammit Rana!” I snapped. “Stop think-
ing with your heart.”

It was the first time I ever raised my voice 
in anger to my Ladylove. Although I felt very 
strongly that her conclusion was correct, I 
needed her to “prove it.”

Sadly, she has. And the worse part - it is all 
perfectly legal and for “our own good.”

Rana has been on her Don(na) Quixote 
crusade to protect seniors from the abuses and 
scandal regarding the Guardianship (Nevada 
Revised Statutes - Chapter 159) laws. For the 
past few months, she has taken me kicking 
and screaming into this issue.

On each and every occasion, when I told 
her that “it could not happen” she provided 
the paperwork.

As a former attorney, I learned how to read 
the law, petitions and court orders. More im-
portantly, I was taught how to read between 
the lines.

From our research and investigation, it is 
clear that these “Private Guardianships” are 
nothing short of a racket. It gives “ambulance 
chasers” a good name.

Let me be very precise in our find-
ings: Having a private guardian appointed 
for a senior is like selecting a child molester 
to run a day care center. It is financial el-
der exploitation; sanctioned and approved 
by the Court and Nevada.

One example: According to court records 
filed by a private guardian, (The Vegas Voice 
is not ready to release her name yet - but we’re 
real close) it listed an elderly couple’s (men-
tioned in Rana’s column) bank account as 
having approximately $23,000.

The initial court order authorized this pri-
vate guardian to seize $10,000 for the hus-
band and then an additional ten thousand for 
the wife (a total of $20,000) for the couple’s 
on-going expenses AND (of course) the ex-
penses related to the court proceeding.

Just like that - the couple’s bank account 
was depleted by nearly 90%.

Just like that, the guardian was allowed 
“reasonable compensation and expenses.”

Just like that, the guardian was allowed to 
hire an attorney to represent the guardian 
and to have the lawyer receive “necessary 
compensation as well as expenses.”

While the guardianship laws require an 
annual accounting, such filing was not done. 
What did the court do over this failure? Noth-
ing.

Where did all the money go?

Rana’s article asks “What would you do?” 
My first answer was to obtain legal counsel 
and protect myself with a power of attorney 
and/or trust.

Your power of attorney? Immediately re-
voked by court order.

I then discovered that by the guardian pe-
titioning the court (by the way, what do you 
think the chances are that the court would 
deny an unopposed petition?) the guardian 
can make or change the senior’s will, trust 
and even a beneficiary of an insurance policy 
(NRS 159.078).

I know, I know, it can’t possibly happen 
to your elderly parents or impact your adult 
children. Think again - especially if your rel-
ative is not a Nevada resident. That’s just one 
reason why Rana has been urging everyone to 
sign the petition.

Can you imagine if you or your adult chil-
dren were denied family access? 

I (half kiddingly) told Rana that if anyone 
tried to prevent my access to my mom, or if 
my sons were likewise prohibited or restrict-
ed in seeing their old man, my baseball bat 
would be in one hand and a pitchfork in the 
other.

And then Rana showed me the standard 
court order that specifically authorizes the 
guardian to “use the assistance of the Hen-
derson Police Department, Las Vegas Metro-
politan Police Department or any other law 
enforcement agency” in securing and protect-
ing the ward.

Insane you say? Perhaps taking a baseball 
bat is; but what about some gentle reasoning 
with the guardian? You really think the pri-
vate guardian would relinquish this lucrative 
(but perfectly legal) money making con job? 

Perhaps you retain an attorney and sub-
mit your own petition to the Family Court. Be 
careful.

Under the law (NRS 159.0486) the guard-

ian can claim that your application is with-
out merit or intended to harass or “annoy” 
them in the performance of their duties. How 
quick will the guardian “threaten” you about 
this and, if you go forward, ask that the court 
(who appointed them in the first place - I’m 
telling you, the system is “rigged”) award 
sanctions and expenses against you?

I’m not kidding; the law actually says you 
can’t “annoy” the guardian. Do you believe 
that if you go to court and demand that the 
guardian account, explain and defend where 

all the money went, the 
guardian wouldn’t be “an-
noyed”?

And even if you have faith 
in the “justice” of the court, 
the guardian would spend 
your parent’s or loved one’s 
money; not only to oppose 
your petition, but to retain 
attorneys. So even if you’re 
successful, consider the fi-
nancial cost - all paid by the 
senior; and all for (of course) 
their “own good.” 

OUR VEGAS VOICE SOLUTION
The good news is that the Nevada legisla-

ture can stop these abuses with 5 easy revi-
sions to the guardianship laws. We also chal-
lenge anyone (starting with those private 
guardians) to disagree with any of these 
common-sense proposals.

They are:

Guardianship - A Legal Sham & Disgrace
Roberts RulesDan Roberts Roberts Rules

Just like that – your total savings are seized Clark County Family Court

READY FOR 
RETIREMENT?

Many hard-working 
Americans may not be able 
to maintain their standard 
of living during retirement. 
A Reverse Mortgage can 
change that.

Reduce your 
expenses

Keep your 
home

Protect your 
heirs

Supplement your 
income

Extend your 
savings

Give me a call today! You can even Reverse Purchase a new home!

Licensed by the State of Nevada Department of Business and Industry License #3784. Borrower must pay required taxes and insurance. Not all applicants will qualify. All products are not available 
in all states. All options are not available on all programs. All programs are subject to borrower and property qualifications. Rates, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. © New 
American Funding. New American and New American Funding are registered trademarks of Broker Solutions, DBA New American Funding. All Rights Reserved. 12/2014

Pat Smith
Reverse Mortgage Loan Consultant  |  NMLS# 827909
Direct: 702.462.8834  |  Cell: 702.321.3792
Toll Free: 800.450.2010 ext 5137
Email: Pat.Smith@nafinc.com

CONTINUED ON 
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There is a knock on your 
door and the caregiver who has 
stopped by to check on your 
wife motions you to sit. He will 
answer the door for you. 

Two people enter; a woman 
and a man. They approach you 
and the woman says: “Mr. X, I 
am an officer of the court. You 
and your wife need to come 
with me.”

You ask: “Why, what have I 
done? Go with you where?”

She responds. “You have 
three choices. I can have you 
arrested, you can go to the as-
sisted living facility that I have 
chosen for you, or you can be 
taken to a mental facility.”

This is what happened to a 
couple I recently interviewed. 
When the couple asked to see 
a warrant or legal document 
ordering them to go with her, she simply 
showed her business card (which identified 
her as a private guardian) and stated that 
legal papers would arrive within the next 
few hours. Those three hours stretched into 
weeks. 

For the three days after this couple were 
whisked away, their adult daughter fran-
tically tried to locate them. Eventually, a 
notice was taped on their front door stating 
that they had been moved to an assisted liv-

ing facility miles away from their home.  
Once the daughter’s finally locates her 

parents, she learns that an unknown private 
guardian had been assigned by the family 
court, without a hearing that included her 
parents. The court document for this action 
contained two blatantly false statements: 
that this daughter (and only child) never 
sees the parents and is an addict, and that 
the husband has dementia and can no lon-
ger care for his wife. 

In my interview with this elderly couple, 

I found the husband (who has been the pri-
mary caregiver for his wife for the last 19 of 
their 50 years of marriage) to be the most 
articulate, soft spoken person I have met in 
a very long time. His only concern was her 
happiness and well-being knowing that she 
is now wheelchair bound and in the latter 
stages of leukemia. 

He said her health was the sole reason he 
didn’t make a scene and fight back when 
they were literally (legally) kidnapped from 
their home. “But,” he added, “ I can tell you, 
I now know what the Jews must have felt like 
in World War II.”

I’m sure you’re asking how this could 
happen:

His pain management doctor had, two 
weeks before this occurred, paid a home 
visit to ostensibly see the couple’s art collec-
tion. Thereafter, the doctor submitted a “To 
Whom it May Concern” letter that “some-
how” made its way to this private (for profit) 
guardian stating: 

(a) the client has dementia, misses ap-
pointments, won’t take his medicine and 
constantly forgets things; 

(b) the husband may harm himself or his 
wife who is very ill; and 

(c) it would be harmful for the couple 
to attend the court hearing because they 
wouldn’t understand what was happening 
anyway. 

We interviewed another victim, a veteran, 
married 60 years. He had been taking care 

of his wife but needed to go 
to California for cancer sur-
gery. While he was there, some 
friends were checking in on her 
to make sure she was okay. 

One man that the husband 
worked with, took it upon him-
self to call the Nevada Depart-
ment of Aging to make sure 
that the friends were doing all 
that was needed in the hus-
band’s absence. This govern-
ment agency then decided that 
she needed to be placed with a 
guardian. 

Now why this was not the 
public guardian, (due to 
the couple’s minimal income 
and savings) but to a private 
guardianship is still being in-
vestigated. What we do know is 

that the private guardian in the 
course of “protecting their new 

ward” retained an attorney to perform legal 
“services” at the rate of $400.00 per hour - a 
fee this couple could not afford.

By the time the husband returned from 
California, $14,000 had been drained from 
their account.   I sat in court while these fees 
were questioned - to no avail as of yet.

Did you know that guardianship court 
orders routinely authorizes the revocation 
of any power of attorney and for the guard-
ian to obtain ALL confidential financial 
information of the senior - including bank 
statements, canceled checks, withdrawal 
authorizations from financial institutions 
(such as brokerage or mutual fund firms) 
the Social Security administration, pension 
benefits (whether such accounts reflect the 
name of the senior individually, or with one 
other person) or to close safe deposit boxes 
and even petition the court to change your 
will or your trust?

The standard court order makes it very 
clear that if your attorney advises that hav-
ing a power of attorney, a will or a trust 
makes you safe from the hazards of a guard-
ianship, they are mistaken; it does not.

And while I would be the first one to admit 
that I am far from an expert on guardian-
ship issues, it is my intention to become one. 
Along with Publisher Dan, we even took the 

Rana Goodman On My Soap Box
What Would You Do?

On My Soap Box

Rana Goodman and Vegas Voice readers signing the petitions.
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K & D 
Estate 
Sale
Liquidation
    Let us handle 
the hassle for you. 
Whether you’ve 
lost a loved one or 
you’re just down 
sizing, K & D Estate 
Sale is here for you.
     Give us a call at: (702)506-8379 CONTINUED ON
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guardianship class offered by the public 
guardian and are now certified. 

Believe me, we are not done investigating 
this issue and will have more to report.

(Editor’s Note: The Vegas Voice would 
like to thank and recognize former Las Ve-
gas City Councilman Steve Miller for his 
insight and previous reporting on this issue 
and Rick Black who is, and continues to be 
a victim of these guardianship abuses for 
his assistance).
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1. Repeal the requirement that a family 
member must be a resident of Nevada to be 
appointed as a guardian.

2. Family members and/or those named in 
a power of attorney, 
joint bank account, 
trust or will be 
given preferential 
standing over a 
private guardian in 
the appointment of 
a guardian.

3. Establish a cost 
effective, transpar-
ent and consistent 
process to define 
the mental compe-
tency of the senior. 
A neurologist in 
conjunction with 
the senior’s primary 
physician should be 
required for guardianship to be approved.

4. Mandate a complete and accurate initial 
inventory of all assets, as well as quarterly 
filing of all financial expenditures - with en-

forcement penalties for non-compliance.  
5. Establish an independent commission 

or authority to audit and enforce financial 
accountability of the senior’s estate once any 
guardian is appointed.

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU
Okay, so what do we do? The obvious an-

swer would be to 
organize, protest 
and contact our 
respective Nevada 
legislative leaders 
and let them know 
that this (legal) 
elder abuse racket 
must be stopped. 

While, of course, 
we should do that 
(and perhaps bring 
our baseball bats 
too) the truth of 
the matter is that 
most of us are too 
busy, or too lazy 
(or expect the other 
guy) to do that. To 

further compound the problem, there is no 
doubt that the private guardianship industry 
is well-funded, politically connected and will 

do anything and everything to keep the status 
quo. 

Our suggestion is easy, effective and 
requires no heavy lifting. It will have an 
unbelievable, impact on the Nevada Legisla-
ture; and, best yet – will only take you (less 
than) one minute. As we have previously 
urged, simply fill out the attached petition 
and mail/fax/email it to The Vegas Voice. 

It will cost you no more than a stamp (or a 
local fax call) and for those individuals who 
are “on line” anyway - absolutely nothing.

The Vegas Voice will do the rest. Rana and 
yours truly intend to travel to Carson City and 
hand deliver the petitions - as well as testify 
before the legislature. 

Can you imagine if we bring stacks and 
thousands of petitions to the hearings? 

Any parent or adult child who fails to take 
the time and “effort” to submit the petition 
deserves nothing less than a private guardian 
to “protect’ them. After all, such assistance is 
“for your own good.” 

For your financial security and for those of 
your family, take a few seconds and do your 
part. The Vegas Voice will, of course, keep you 
updated and stay on top of this issue.

And last, but not least - as for my initial 
outburst to Rana; let’s just say, I offered my 
(numerous) apologies. At times, there really 
is nothing wrong with listening (and think-
ing) with your heart.

Rana Goodman testifying before the Nevada 
legislature

Name(s):_________________________________
Address:_________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
Registered Voter   Yes  No
Voted in last election
Mail petition to: THE VEGAS VOICE       
       10624 S. Eastern Ave., # A-250
        Henderson, NV 89052
Or fax to: 702/666-0427
Or sign the petition online at:

   www.thevegasvoice.net

Petition to 
CORRECT

    I (we) want to express my (our) total opposition to the existing 
law  NRS 159.059 which requires that a relative must be a resident of 
the state of Nevada in order to qualify as a guardian of their parent 
or other loved one. It should be my choice; and if I so desire, my 
family member to serve as Guardian without any government or
 bureaucratic interference.

Yes No

Guardianship Law
Petition to 
CORRECT

Guardianship Law

Know your rights!

Rana Goodman is The Vegas Voice political editor and a “trouble shooter, advocating 
for seniors.”  She also maintains a community web site, www.anthemtoday.com; a 
forum for residents in Sun City Anthem. She can be reached at: rana@thevegasvoice.net.

ROBERTS RULES FROM
PAGE 5

ON MY SOAPBOX FROM
PAGE 6
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In our entertainment capital of the world, 
there are a variety of performing styles to 
choose from. There is no question, that if 
you want to be entertained, there is defi-
nitely something for everyone in this town.   
Impressionists, impersonators, ventriloquists, 
singers, comedians, jugglers, and even hypno-
tists. 

I have to say however, that one of my favorites 
to watch is a good magic show. 

A talented magician can take an audience on 
a mystical journey; appearing at first to travel in 
one direction, then taking an unexpected twist 
to a surprising, unexplainable outcome. 

This kind of showmanship is extremely en-
tertaining to me, particularly when the artist is a 
true master. Magicians, like other artists, spend 
years and even decades working on their craft. 

They dedicate themselves to studying and 
learning new tricks that will set them apart from 
the competition. Some magicians even travel to 
faraway lands to extend their education and ex-
plore the art of magic. 

We’ve all seen David Blaine doing just that 
in remote villages. Doug Henning was another 
famous magician who traveled the world in 
search of new tricks. 

Magic has a fascinating history. To this day, 
people continue to talk about the great Houdini 
and the mark he made in the magic world. 

Fortunately for us, there are several magicians 
today that continue to keep magic alive and well.  
Ariann Black is one of these magicians. 

Over the years, I’ve had the pleasure of doing 
several shows with Ariann. Without any doubt, 
I can tell you that she is clearly one of the best! 

As beautiful as she is talented, Ariann cer-
tainly stands out in the crowd. She told me that 
even as a little girl she always wanted to be a 
magician. A dream that has proven to be very 
attainable for her. 

Originally from Edmonton, Canada, Ariann 
now makes her home in Las Vegas. She has per-
formed her show in several of the top hotels - on 
and off the strip. 

She’s been a long running opening act for 
“The Amazing Jonathan” and opened for many 
other headlining performers as well. Winning 
numerous awards for her show “Black Magic” 
Ariann has earned the prestigious titles of “Ma-
gician of the Year” and even “Magician of the 
Decade.” 

Not too many can boast of these honors! 
Along with this, Ariann has traveled the world 

and appeared on several television shows and 
specials. 

In addition to performing her act in the long 
running production “Splash” (where she was 
one of only two female acts ever to perform in 
the show) Ariann had the incredible honor of 
being the featured magician for the President’s 
Inaugural Ball. 

That’s quite a feat in and of itself! What per-
former wouldn’t want that on their resume? 

Ariann Black is most definitely a Las Vegas 
star on the rise and she is indeed, a top notch 
magician. 

Look for Ariann in a showroom near you and 
experience the mystical journey of her magic for 
yourself. For more information on the magical 
talents of Ariann Black, visit: 
www.arianblack.com.

Rich Natole

Magician Ariann Black

Rich Natole is a comic/impressionist headlining entertainer & host of The Vegas Voice 
Radio Show. For more information visit: www.richnatole.com. You can also contact 
Rich at:  rich@richnatole.com.

If you’ve been in Vegas since the time 
Pete Barbutti, Sonny King, Louis Prima and 
Keeley Smith ruled lounges on The Strip, 
you probably long for the days when casino 
profits passed to owner’s hands in plain white 
envelopes and cigar smoking, whiskey drink-
ing, dame chasing and tough guys with a 
sense of human values ran the joints. 

Those days had spirit, energy and excite-
ment about them. The guys dressed in suits, 
the gals in dresses. 

The slots clanged from coins, instead of to-
day’s paper tickets. Dice rolled and, of course, 
the lounges. The lounges - they jumped and 
jived and swung.

Today’s big casinos are ruled by the loud 
staccato of DJ’s, overpriced booze and too 
obvious innuendos. Well old timer, the 
days (and nights) you long for are gone…
gone…gone…except at the second floor of 
The D on Fremont Street.

The marquee leprechaun is gone from the 
old Fitzgerald’s, replaced by a giant D when 
the new owner took over. Make your way 

through the first floor bikini-clad dealers to 
the second floor, (preserved with slots that 
actually take coins and stocked with mini-
mountains of plastic cottage cheese-like con-
tainers for collecting winnings) and there, in 
the back, is the oasis - the showroom. 

At night, the showroom is ruled by The 
Scintas, Frankie and Joey and their va-va-
vavoom vocal accompanist, Janien Valentine. 

Early on, Frankie sets the nostalgic expec-
tations. “Remember the days when we went 
into the streets and played ‘kick the can’ and 
‘hide and seek,’” he says, catapulting the 

audience through an adventure of music, 
comedy and patriotism that includes tributes 
to Motown, Michael Jackson, Joe Cocker, Ray 
Charles, Kermit, Garth Brooks and a dozen 
other entertainment icons.

The blushingly, almost-bawdy show is 
filled with the same language nearly all of 
us used in high school; the “friggins’” fly 
through the air like New Year’s Eve confetti. 
But Valentine, like Scinta sister Chrissi be-
fore her, keeps the comedic bickering broth-
ers, Frankie and Joey, in line between songs 
and sets. Her breathtaking wardrobe changes 
compliment her range of vocal talents that 
include the opera aria “Nessun Dorma.” 

Frankie’s quick wit was demonstrated 
opening night of their newest show. A group 
of Kansas tourists were treated to an im-
promptu five minute “Wizard of Oz” with 
Frankie providing all the voices and songs 

reminiscent of “Forever Plaid’s” three-min-
ute eleven-second “Ed Sullivan Show” trib-
ute.

Each band member, drummer and unof-
ficial Scinta Peter O’Donnell; pianist direc-
tor Dan Ellis and guitarist Marc Chauvette 
is given their moment to shine, including 
Frankie who burns up the keyboard with 
“Great Balls of Fire.

 “I don’t love to do this, I live to do this,” 
Frankie confides as a light shines from over-
head and his “Godfather theme” pays tribute 
to the family’s father.

Derek Stevens, a regular at the Scintas per-
formances and owner of the D Las Vegas takes 
pride that the Scintas are “our first headliner. 
We love them like family.”

The 8:30 pm show runs Saturdays through 
Wednesdays. For our fellow underserved 55+ 
audience, consider yourself served.

The Scintas Revive Old Vegas 

Sam Wagmeister

Joey & Frankie Scinta

People & PlacesPeople & Places

Sam Wagmeister, a local Realtor specializing in Las Vegas senior communities, covers 
the hidden gems of Las Vegas Entertainment for The Vegas Voice. He would love to 
hear what you think. Contact Sam at: GreatLasVegasMusic@Gmail.com or (702) 245-6556
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So the holidays are over and we’ve had a 
month to recuperate. If you’re reading this, 
then we’ve survived.

My holiday highlights consisted of a quiet 
Hanukkah and Christmas and a lively and 
musical birthday celebration at the Italian 
American Club with two of my favorite singers, 
Jonathan Karrant and Craig Canter. 

I produced a show at The Mad Greek Café 
starring Mark Giovi and handled the pro-
motional phase of the production “Happy 
Birthday Mr. Sinatra” starring Gary Anthony 
and Denise Rose as Judy Garland. In-between 
those two shows I squeezed in “Rotator Cuff 
Surgery” and planning February’s schedule of 
shows that I will be producing and promoting. 

New Year’s Eve was an intimate evening 
with Pia Zadora at Pia’s Place in Piero’s. But 
let’s see if I can give you a quick rundown of 
2014. 

January - I produced a show with Chad-
wick Johnson at the Mad Greek Café. Chad-
wick just hit the Vegas scene.  

I also put together a Tuesday night “Martini 
& Jazz Mix & Mingle” at the Barrymore’s in 
the Royal Resort Hotel. Julian Tanaka’s Jazz 
Quartet started the mixer and months later 
David DeCosta ended the Tuesday night mix-
ers. 

February - Resident artist Clint Holmes 
every first weekend at the Smith Center.

March - Jim Caruso and Billy Stritch 
brought their New York “Cast Party” to the 
Smith Center’s Cabaret Jazz room. An open 
mic for professionals. 

Got to see Elton John at Caesars Palace and 
started to help promote “Viva Las Vegas Event 
Center” now known as Ron DeCar’s. 

April - The Composer’s Showcase, a 
monthly entertainment forum that allows lo-
cal composers and songwriters the opportuni-
ty to present original musical hosted by Keith 
Thompson was part of my monthly entertain-
ment fix. 

May - Ten days in Italy took up a good 
chunk of the month, but Bob Anderson’s Sina-
tra Spectacular at the Venetian was a high-
light. 

June - German American Club for a Tues-
day night Jazz fix featuring Joe Darro, Norm 

Ross & Marsha Ross. The opening and closing 
of the West Wing Cigar Lounge.

July - Thursday night at Siena Deli with 
Kent Foote and the Vegas Goodfellas. The Scin-
tas at The D and Sandi’s Birthday at the IAC.

August - Kenny Davidsen’s Bowtie Caba-
ret in the T-Spot Lounge at Tuscany Suites & 
Casino. Laura Shaffer would be in the Piazza 
Lounge at the Tuscany on Monday’s and Nik 
at Nite would take on Sunday nights. Shows 
at the Foundation Room in Mandalay Bay 
helped bring a whole different vibe.

September - I joined The Vegas Voice as 
Entertainment Editor. Talk about being busy. 

Kinky Boots in Reynolds Hall at the Smith 
Center. Mark Shunock’s  Mondays Dark, ben-
efiting local charities. Rob Garret’s own room 
at the Westgate for his Neil Diamond tribute 
show that lasted through the end of the year.

October - Salvatore’s in the Suncoast on 
Tuesday & Thursday nights for an entertain-
ment hangout. Cabo Lounge with Ricco Dia-
mante & Elisa Furr. Beatles Love. Video Dave’s 
monthly “Playboy After Dark” recording ses-
sions. 

November - Italian American Club be-
coming a great hangout for music, food, 
drinks and good friends. Pia’s Place at Piero’s 
for an intimate hang as well. And, of course, 
Turkey Day!

December - A month of holidays and my 
birthday weekend celebration at the IAC. End-
ing with Pia Zadora on NYE.

I Know a PlaceEvan Davis

My Year in Review

Evan Davis is the entertainment editor of The Vegas Voice. You can 
read his entertainment blog and sign up to receive his free email weekly 
Calendar of Events at www.EvanDavisJazz.com. You can also email 
him at: evan@thevegasvoice.net.

Pia Zadora

I Know a Place
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Saturday, February 28th  •  5 pm - 8 pm
Sun City Anthem Ballroom

2450 Hampton Road, Henderson, Nevada
$45 pp

Saturday, February 28th  •  5 pm - 8 pm
Sun City Anthem Ballroom

2450 Hampton Road, Henderson, Nevada
$45 pp

178 Westminster Way
Henderson, Nevada 89015

702-566-0576

178 Westminster Way
Henderson, Nevada 89015

702-566-0576

Purchase tickets at www.link2hope.org, by mail, or in person at Purchase tickets at www.link2hope.org, by mail, or in person at 

CASH BAR
APPETIZERS

CASUAL ATTIRE

CASH BAR
APPETIZERS

CASUAL ATTIRE

Proceeds benefit families, seniors and
individuals served by HopeLink of Southern Nevada

Proceeds benefit families, seniors and
individuals served by HopeLink of Southern Nevada

An interactive evening of celebrity quick draws, artists creating live,
performance art, caricatures, photographs, special guests, live and silent

auctions and a special tribute to the creative life of Mike Miller

An interactive evening of celebrity quick draws, artists creating live,
performance art, caricatures, photographs, special guests, live and silent

auctions and a special tribute to the creative life of Mike Miller

I read yesterday that a group of car scien-
tists got into their new invention - a car that 
drives itself  and headed from San Francisco 
to Los Angeles, or somewhere, and each took 
turns at the controls along the way. It was 
apparently a complete and total success, or 
to quote one of the car scientists, “That was 
cool.”

Then, they encouraged us to welcome the 
wave of the future in car technology. Please.  

I haven’t completely welcomed the micro-
wave yet. I still feel those tiny, toxic particles 
bombarding me when I stand in front of a 
running microwave while working at the 
stove.  

This is one of the reasons I’ve mostly 
stopped cooking. I don’t want to be my grand-
daughter’s nightlight.

But, let’s consider:
First, you must program the car (I assume 

it would be voice activated, right?) when you 
get in, like “Albertson’s” or “the Shell station” 
or “the closest bar.” 

Here’s the glitch: I can tell you with com-
plete confidence that my mother, for example, 

would yell (naturally - inanimate objects 
can’t hear you unless your voice is really 
loud), “Albertsons, but not the one I usually 
go to. I want the one near the high school, oh, 
what’s the name of that street? It begins with 
an H...or maybe an L?  

“Well, I can’t remember, but it’s right across 
from the car wash. For heaven’s sake, you’re a 

car, you should know where the car wash is!”  
And, at this point, the car would begin 

smoking and drive her into a tree. Not that 
I’ve ever considered that. 

What if you and your date have had a fabu-
lous night and you don’t want it to end; you 
just want to meander through town, past the 
lake, down old dirt roads, etc.? If you program 
your eventual destination, will the car insist 
on getting you there in 6 minutes?  

Will your date’s lasting impression be of 
you beating and yanking on the steering 
wheel, using words she hasn’t heard since her 
father tried to build those “Easy to assemble!” 
bookshelves?  

I am a careful, capable driver, but, occa-
sionally - and I totally mean occasionally, of-
ficer - I might drive a tad faster than the speed 

limit...occasionally.  
Are you telling me that these “Smart Cars” 

would be made never to go over the speed 
limit, even if you tell them to? Because I’ll tell 
you right now, I do NOT like ANYONE telling 
me what to do in my private car!  

I mean, I obey the speed limit (for the abso-
lute most part) and I wear my seatbelt (some-
times I put my left arm through it, to prevent 
the strangulation that threatens every time it 
rides up over my chest...not that my chest is 
easily navigated...and that’s my business!), 
but if I want to go a tad faster, is this car going 
to reject my instructions?  

What if I want to make a U-turn somewhere 
that I’m not supposed to...theoretically...will 
it rebel? Will it decline to drive me anywhere 
the next day, as punishment?  

What if they make a car that contacts the 
police about your U-turn attempt? Who are 
they going to believe: the car, or you? I’m 
thinking it’s gonna be the rat-bastard, stool-
pigeon car, that’s who!

I’m not seeing lots of pros, my friend. Sure, 
it would be nice to be hands-free sometimes. 
Think of all you could get done.  

Polish your nails, text your sister, fold the 
laundry, order a pizza and have the car pick 
it up so you can eat it on your way to Spin 
Class...wait a minute...what if they make a 
car that knows when you’re going off your 
diet, and will refuse to take you to Domino’s...  

People, call your Congressman RIGHT 
NOW!

Vicki’s VoiceVicki Wentz

Don’t Drive For Me, Lamborghini
Vicki’s Voice
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ShowBuzzJohn Rothman

My JR Dancers at Sun City MacDonald 
Ranch and the Showstoppers from Anthem 
are ready and raring to go on the many excit-
ing projects planned for 2015. Our first major 
show is in March and it’s called “In the Mood,” 
which we certainly are. 

I’m working on a format with a few twists 
and it will be interesting to see how well this 
works out. The accent, as always, is on great 
entertainment for the senior (and not-so-se-
nior) communities. 

More details about this scintillating pro-
gram will follow in the March column.

I sometimes just sit quietly and count my 
blessings. I wonder if we spend enough time 
doing that. 

Most of the seniors I know have hectic 
schedules and the rate of activity is astound-
ing. The week is so frantic, at times, it’s over 
in a flash and I still wonder where 2014 went. 

While living in South Africa, I was fortu-
nate to be involved in several TV programs for 
children. At night, we threw on the bling and 
entertained their parents at the gorgeous Ky-
alami Ranch Hotel near Johannesburg where 
we had an amazing sixteen year run. 

Now, living in Las Vegas and heavily in-
volved in senior entertainment, I feel so for-
tunate that I have had the opportunity to 
entertain the children, their parents and the 
grandparents. It doesn’t come much better 
than that. 

During our December break, I took time out 
to return to a great favorite of mine; creating 
educational entertainment for the young ones. 

For the TV shows in Jo-
hannesburg, I wrote over 
a thousand songs and 
the bug bit me again last 
year. 

The result is “Sing 
with Bling” and this 
full-body puppet will be 
having a grand old time 
entertaining the kids 
with songs and stories in 
an anticipated TV series. 
We’ll be shooting the pi-
lot DVD shortly and I’m 
being assisted by Gary 
Duffel, the lovely Ni-
cole’s one and only. He 
has a discriminating eye 

through the video lens and I’m looking for-
ward to a most creative association with this 

highly motivated and talented couple.
I thought I was busier than the proverbial 

bee, but the above mentioned Ms. Duffel has 
a schedule that makes mine look like ham-
mock duty. She teaches dance, writes, directs, 
choreographs and has won numerous senior 
pageant titles. 

She designs jewelry and makes delightful 
headwear for the dancers and I’ve had the 
privilege of working with her on stage. If I may 
humbly say so (yeah, right) we do a mean 
“Phantom of the Opera” segment which will 
be reprised in some of the upcoming presenta-
tions. (Gary took the photo)

And so the overture for 2015 heads to a close 
and the curtain rises on another year of song, 
dance and drama. May the good Lord give us 
the strength and health to match our aspira-
tions in this swirling vortex of senior enter-
tainment. 

New Year, New Directions
ShowBuzz

John Rothman is a dancer/choreographer/singer/composer with a 
passion for keeping seniors involved in the performing arts. You are more 
than welcome to drop him a line at johnrothman@cox.net.

It’s now February and we are back in the 
Ms Senior Nevada mode.  

Our Nevada State Pageant is scheduled 
for August 19th at the South Point Hotel and 
the Talent Showcase 
will be August 18th. 
Our applications are 
available by calling: 
702/458-9899.  

Before you do 
that, visit www.ms-
seniornevada.com 
and see some of our 
activities, and see 
if being part of this 
great group of active seniors is for you.   

Last month, we performed for the residents 
of three assisted living centers. Our ‘gals’ love 
to sing and dance, and it brings so much joy 
to those who can no longer attend some of the 
other shows we do. 

We are also planning on attending the 
legislative session in Carson City. We are so 

fortunate to meet our representatives and we 
usually manage to attend a session and be 
introduced on the Senate floor.  

The Governor welcome us in a private 
meeting and then 
we go to the Gover-
nor’s Mansion and 
enjoy a luncheon. 
We also place red 
roses on the 17 
county plaques on 
the Capital grounds.  

We will tour the 
Nevada State Mu-
seum and Virginia 

City. Every trip is fun and educational. 
It’s particularly nice for the Clark County 

group to be introduced to the Northern Part 
of the state and meet our Northern Ms Senior 
Nevada family.  

The accompanying photo is part of the 
dance group from Aliante with Margo Young, 
our 2009 Queen and Pam Baltz. 

Charlie Christy - Executive Director

Back to Work

With Nicole in the “Phantom” segment.
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My body is a garden of weeds and flowers. It 
sprouts things, sheds stuff and all around as-
sures me I am still growing and fully fertilized.

Women go from tweezing eyebrows to 
tweezing chins. Shaving legs has expanded to 
a few unmentionable places. Hair that once 
withstood perms, hair color and curling irons, 
now sheds in the shower.

Texture and moisture balance has changed 
too. Skin treated with lotion every day for de-
cades now has little areas drooping at the in-
ner elbow when you hold your arms out. Un-
less your arm is fully extended, you can’t hide 
it.

The grey hair, now colored, has a texture 
that resists styling. There are wiry little ends 
sticking out around my face.

And how about those other hairs? Good 
grief! You would think as we get older, na-
ture would give us a break. Who made that 
decision? Men’s ears, noses; women’s chins, 
cheeks?   

We survived acne as teens, stress wrinkles, 
bought thousands of creams and now earned 
our place in the golden years. We deserve clear 

skin, pretty hair in the right places, and bodies 
that shouldn’t require so much maintenance.

I have also figured out why the older we get, 
the shorter we cut our hair. It’s about the heat 
generated on the back of the neck and nothing 
else. The style is secondary.

Skin moisture balance is a biggie for the 
beauty companies. I am slightly offended 
when the advertisers target a woman of 40 to 
sell the latest creams. 

There’s nothing wrong with anyone at 40 
and many live with their baby boomer par-

ents. Aren’t they targeting the 
wrong consumer?

All this talk of “60 is the new 
50” and “50 is the new 30” can 
really mess you up. It would 
stand to reason that 40 would 
then be the new 20 and per-
sonally, I don’t think I would 
even want to be 20 again. I 
certainly wouldn’t need age-
defying treatments either.

I’m not crazy about these 
changes happening to me. In 
reality it’s been happening for 

a long time but each little surprise leads me 
to another way of disguising it. Not so simple 
now!

I’ve always said one should embrace 
change, and batwings. These days the list in-
cludes more stuff requiring gardening skills - 

and you need strong glasses to do it. 
For at least one day a week, I park myself on 

the couch and watch some old TV show from 
the 70s or 80s and imagine hanging around 
with those guys as I was then. No chin hairs, 
strong natural nails we wrapped in tea bag pa-
per (remember Juliette nails?) and I make 
popcorn.

To my readers old and young, please don’t 
misunderstand. I am pretty happy with who I 
am. I only wish it didn’t require as much work 
to control these little inconveniences. 

When my husband looks at me and sug-
gests I may want to check out something in 
the mirror, it isn’t criticism. I thank him be-
cause I can’t see the damn thing and everyone 
else can. 

The UPS guy should be delivering the 10X 
magnifying mirror any day now. Ahhhhhh, 
the golden years!  

60’s to 60Adrea Nairne-Barrera

My Body is a Garden

Adrea Narine-Barrera’s writing focus these days are on observations, 
celebrations and complaints about life in the 60’s to being in your 60’s. She 
welcomes comments, stories and feedback to:  sixties2sixty@yahoo.com.

60’s to 60

Well, here it is, February 
already! Hope you all have a 
very happy Valentine’s day and 
that the new year has started 
out on a positive note.

It occurred to me that in 
submitting this column over 
the past four years, I’ve writ-
ten about, not only many of 
the people I’ve worked with, 
but also many of my show 
business friends. With this in 
mind, it’s only fitting that I 
write about one of my dearest 
friends in the world.  

Her name is Sharon Baird and she was one 
of the original Mouseketeers on the original 
Mickey Mouse Club. It ran on TV from 1955 
to 1959.  

Many of us sat glued to our sets as they 
sang those famous words. When I was film-
ing “Old Yeller” at the Walt Disney Studios 
in Burbank, California, Sharon and I had 
school together.

The school house was in a big, red trailer 
on the studio lot. My fellow classmates in-
cluded Annette Funicello and the rest of the 
Mouseketeers.

I’m still friends with many of them today, 
but for some reason, Sharon and I developed 
a very special bond. I was the Maid of Honor 
at her wedding and we still talk on the tele-
phone nearly every day. 

For those of you who have bought my 

book (and I thank you 
for that) you’ll recall 
several stories about 
her, as well as reading 
the very nice thing she 
wrote about me in the 
book.

Sharon was and is, 
a very gifted performer 
and was the best dancer 
on the show. She was 
often paired with Bobby 
Burgess, another tal-
ented dancer (and an-
other terrific guy) who 

later was part of the Lawrence Welk Show. 
Many of you will remember Sharon danc-

ing with Eddie Cantor on the old Colgate 
Comedy Hour. She also danced with Don-

ald O’Connor and appeared in” “Artists 
and Models” with Dean  Martin. Sharon also 
appeared in “Bloodhounds of Broadway.”  

And in 1950, at the tender age of eight, her 
legs were insured by Lloyds of London for 
$50,000! That was a lot of money back then 
- and still is!

She is very tiny in stature; but don’t let that 
fool you, for she has a heart the size of Texas. 
We’ve been through thick and thin together, 
and she has always been there for me. We’ve 
laughed until we cried and cried until we 
laughed.

She is my “chosen sister” and friend for 
sixty years. I am truly blessed to have her in 
my life.

Until next time, remember: we cannot 
hold a torch to light another’s path without 
brightening our own... 

Hollywood MemoriesBeverly Washburn Hollywood Memories

Beverly Washburn graced the silver screen as a child actress and is the author of Reel 
Tears which can be bought online at Amazon.com or ordered through Barnes & 
Noble bookstores. You can contact Beverly at: bjradell@hotmail.com. Check out her 
awesome, new website: www.beverlywashburn.com.

Hey There, Hi There, Ho There
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MEMBERSHIP HAS ITS PRIVILEGESMEMBERSHIP HAS ITS PRIVILEGES
Preferred Seating
     Your chosen day and seat every time.

Ticket Insurance
     No need to worry about lost or stolen tickets. Your 
     seats are on permanent file in the box office.

Discounts
     On additional tickets purchased.

Joining us is easy.

 702 895-2787

Subscribe today!

or order online at:

nct.unlv.edu

 702 895-2787
Free Ticket Exchange
     Subscribers can exchange their tickets at no extra cost 
     to any other date of the same production. Exchanges 
     must be made 24 hours prior to the date of the tickets
     currently held.

An Opportunity…
     To enjoy the work of professional actors, UNLV  faculty, 
     and the best of our graduate and undergraduate students. 

WOW!3 shows-Six Characters, Venus, & 
Putnam County$44 -$60Call the Box Office!702/895-2787

The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee

By Rachel Sheinkin & 
William Finn
May 1,- 10, 2015

Six Characters Looking for an Author

By: Luigi Pirandello 
Adaptation By: David Harrower
Feb. 20, - Feb. 22 & Mar. 1, 2015 

    An adsurdist masterpiece..., 

Venus 
    in Fur!

WOW! Half Season-Half price!WOW! Half Season-Half price! Nevada Conservatory 
        Theatre

By David Ives
Black Box Theatre 
NCT Collaboration with the 
Cockroach Theatre
Black Box: Mar. 19, - 22
Cockroach: Mar. 26, - 29, 

    A sexy and mysterious comedy about 
the battle of the  sexes, acting, playwrit-
ing, and dominance. 

NOTE! this production includes adult content and is NOT 
suitable for children under 13 years old.

Judy Bayley Theatre

   A musical comedy about 
spelling bees that offers 
fun for everyone. 
  Audience members will be 
invited onstage to spell.

Judy Bayley Theatre

    that explores theatricality, what is real, and familial 
relationships. 
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Victor Borge, a musical humorist, 
pianist and conductor developed a 
show called Comedy in Music.  

In this show, Mr. Borge perfected a 
blend of comedy and virtuosic pia-
nism that combined musical satire 
with sight gags and verbal quips. 
He performed this show around the 
world.   

Even though he was a wonderful, 
classically trained pianist, he would 
elaborately perform with many 
false starts, never getting around to 
finishing and leaving people won-
dering if he knew any piece all the 
way through. He would reply, “I only 
know two pieces; one is Claire de Lune, and 
the other one isn’t.”  

He had many other clever one liners. One of 
his trademarks was “phonetic punctuation” 
in which he inserted nonsense sounds for pe-
riods, commas and exclamation points. 

He typically displayed his keyboard skills 
with the interpolation of “Happy Birthday” 
into music of Chopin, Beethoven and Mozart. 
There were the stories about his father, or 
grandfather, who invented soft drinks called 
3-Up, 4-Up, 5-Up to 6-Up - and died broken-
hearted when it was not a success.

When 12, Mr. Borge saw a Russian pianist 
accidentally fall off the piano bench. Even 
though at the time he thought it a cheap slap-
stick trick, he did it intentionally as part of his 
act - even at 90.

While accompanying Frank Sinatra on 
Autumn Leaves, leaves started drifting down, 
falling thicker and faster until he cowed un-
derneath his piano. He was also fond of stum-
bling into a Steinway, sounding a chord with 
his backside, and then confessing that he 
played much better by ear.  

Then there would be a time when, using 
music, he played a piece backwards - only to 
notice that the music was upside down. He 
developed a routine involving “inflated lan-
guage,” where wonderful became “twoder-
ful.” 

Occasionally he had writers such as Henry 
Morgan and Mel Brooks. He always however 
preferred to write his own material, which of-

ten came off as ad libs.
Mr. Borge was born Borge Rosenbaum in 

Copenhagen in 1909. He was the youngest of 
five sons in a Jewish family.  

His father was a violinist, his mother a pia-
nist who taught him the piano beginning at 
age 3. He made his concert debut in Copenha-
gen when he was 8.  

Hailed as a prodigy, he was given a scholar-
ship to the Copenhagen Music Conservatory. 
His rise as a performer coincided with the rise 
of fascism, and as a Jew in Denmark, he was 
threatened by local Nazi groups.  

He was performing in Sweden at the time of 
the German invasion of Denmark. He escaped 
to America in 1940. 

He and his first wife had two children before 
divorcing. He married again, and this wife be-
came his manager. They had 3 children.  

They lived for many years on a 10 bed-
room, 4.5 acre waterfront estate in Greenwich, 
Connecticut. He also bought an 18th century 
house in St. Croix where he enjoyed sailing 
with his family. For many years, he raised and 
marketed Red Cornish game hens.

Mr. Borge maintained a crushing schedule, 
playing or conducting hundreds of perfor-
mances and received many awards. He said 
he worked for two audiences at the same time 
- one sophisticated, the other not musically 
oriented.  

Victor Borge, the irrepressible humorist, 
pianist, and conductor; this “comedian of the 
keyboard” died at 91. We can still enjoy him, 
especially on PBS.  

Musical Moments
The Comedian of the 
Keyboard

Yvonne Cloutier Musical Moments

Yvonne Cloutier, a former teacher/principal, with a music background, specializes 
in ragtime piano. She is an author and has written an easy-to-read book on Scott 
Joplin. She reports about music on SCA-TV.com/Anthem Alive! You can contact her 
at www.mytimeisragtime.com.

Keeping It SmoothFrancine Fields

Home is Where the Heart is

Keeping It Smooth

Home is something that many of us feel 
deep within. When things get rough in our 
lives, we yearn to return home.  

But what is home really? Is home that old 
house you 
grew up in 
with the smell 
of warm cook-
ies hot out of 
the oven? Per-
haps home is 
a place where 
family and 
friends are?  

Or is it something a bit more complex? I 
find myself thinking about this more and 
more.

To me, the essence of home is a feeling of 
comfort and sanctuary. The physical environ-
ment in which you live can be your tempo-
rary home, or one you’ve lived in for years.  

I’ve moved a lot in my life, but each house 
that I’ve lived in always felt like home to me. 
I made sure to choose houses that would best 
meet my needs at the time, and then I pro-

ceeded to give each house heart.
As a Realtor, most transactions in my 

business are based on the circumstances of 
daily life: relocation, death, divorce, taxes, or 

simply the de-
sire to make a 
change.  

If a trans-
action is go-
ing to hap-
pen, either by 
necessity or 
choice, choose 
a Realtor with 

heart; one that will sincerely listen to you and 
help you make decisions that are in your best 
interest.  

A Realtor that understands what home 
means to you can help you set the stage for 
making your house a home with heart.  

Wishing all of you a Happy Valentine’s Day!  
For expert advice and tips on how to sell 

for top dollar in any market, call me at (702) 
375-2276 or email:
francine@movingforseniors.com. 

www.babybummerscartoons.com
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One thing that I have learned at this point 
in my life is to be open and alert for opportu-
nities and possibilities. Whether on a profes-
sional, personal, financial or emotional level, 
doors are always opening and opportunities 
are presenting themselves; but they are easy 
to miss if you haven’t opened yourself up to 
recognize them. 

And, like everything else in life, you have 
to use good judgment and common sense in 
choosing which of those doors you put your 
foot through. 

Not allowing yourself to be observant or 
perceptive to these possibilities takes away 
pretty much any potential for growth. For a 
performer and/or artist, that’s not a profes-
sional option.

Through the years, I’ve heard not only art-
ists and performers, but people in general 
complain that they can’t move forward, or 
that they are “stuck” where they are in what-
ever they are, or are befuddled at why “so-
and-so gets all the lucky breaks and I never 
get anything.” It usually takes about 5 min-
utes and just a few questions to figure out why. 

Either they are oblivious to the opportuni-

ties that appear around them or 
use bad judgment in choosing 
which ones to follow. The adage 
“if it sounds too good to be true, 
it usually is” applies here, as it 
does everywhere else. 

Those types of opportunities 
that promise the big payoff for 
little work appeal to folks who 
usually want somebody else to 
make it happen for them - and 
they can never figure out why it 
doesn’t. A little common sense 
tells you that if the big payoffs 
in life were that easy, everybody 
would have the big payoff!

Then you see those who com-
plain while going through life 
and career with blinders on, 
head down, noticing nothing 
beyond their immediate field 
of knowledge and vision. They 
miss every new door and op-
portunity that pops up because 
they won’t open up and take the 
blinders off to give themselves a 

chance to even see the possibilities that may 
be being presented around them.

I love to see artists take a chance to branch 
out and try new things. It is a means of 
growth.  Again, it’s good to be smart about 
what new thing is an achievable concept. 

I remember Pat Boone going through his 
black leather bad boy phase very late in life 
- thankfully he retired his motorcycle gang 
look after a short period. For Pat Boone, that 
was a door that opened and he should’ve 
pushed it back, firmly closed. 

At least he was aware of trying and doing 
different things. Gotta give him credit for that, 
even if it wasn’t a good choice!

*Every FRIDAY and SATURDAY - Wes Win-
ters lights up the Grandview Lounge inside 
the South Point Hotel. 6-9 pm! For more info 
call 702-792-7111. 

**Wes will be back every TUESDAY in 
March at Addison’s Lounge inside the 
Rampart Casino at Summerlin from 6-9 
pm! Drinks, Dancing and Great Music! For 
more info call 702-507-5900 or visit www.
theresortatsummerlin.com.

Visit www.weswinters.com for more info!

Back Stage PassWes Winters

Opportunities & Possibilities
Back Stage Pass
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Remember Joey Bishop? Well, this month I am 
up close and personal with Tom Wallek, a part of 
the Rat Pack Show at the Rio Hotel

Barbara: How did you start your career Tom?
Tom: I started doing standup comedy and 

learned how to do impressions by watching Rich 
Little. The first show I appeared in was a com-
edy “Cabaret” at the Maxim and then I left and 
came to the Rio.

It was the first show that was ever at this ho-
tel, called “Tropical Heat” starring Dana Plato, 
the actress that passed away in 1999. I became 
involved with Viva Las Vegas. The producer that 
hired me was Dick Feeney and that show was one 
of the first daytime shows in Vegas.

Barbara:   Do you write your own material?
Tom: Yes I do. Some I just throw in.
Barbara:   Who are some of your comedy 

heroes?
Tom: I like Garry Shandling and Jerry Sein-

feld.
Barbara: I see you are mentioning the 

younger guys, but who of the older comedians 
do you prefer? 

Tom: Rich Little, George Carlin and Rodney 
Dangerfield.

Barbara:  When I first saw George Carlin 
in Vegas, I was astounded at all the profanity I 
heard in his act. Everyone in the audience was 
laughing hysterically.  I couldn’t believe all the 
four letter words he was using.

Tom: I think George Carlin was the most pro-
lific guy in comedy, other than Robin Williams. 
Carlin could stay on stage for 15 hours and not 
repeat one line.

Barbara:  Do you enjoy playing Joey Bishop? 
In my opinion, you are very true to the character. 
Do you ever run into people who don’t remem-
ber Joey Bishop?

Tom:   What I run into is people that say “I 
didn’t remember him until you started doing 
him and then I remembered him.” I have also 
been playing Dean Martin for three years.

Barbara: What’s the difference between 
Dean and Joey?

Tom: Dean is more happy go lucky. Joey is 
more attitude. Also, Dean was never drunk on 
stage, just played that for all it was worth. 

Remember when he used to fall off the piano 

on his television show? I loved that.
Barbara: Do  you like any female comedi-

ennes?
Tom:   Joan Rivers of course, because she 

was one of the forerunners of the female com-
ics. First time I saw Joan was in 1972 at the old 
MGM, opening for Andy Williams. I also like Lisa 
Lampinelli and Ellen De Generes. Ellen is mar-
velous.

Barbara:  What are your long range plans 
for yourself? Where do you see yourself in show 
business?

Tom: I want to retire tomorrow.
Barbara: Are you independently wealthy?
Tom:  I’m comfortable, but I would rather 

get into more acting now. This is a fun thing 
to do, but I am kind of  over it. The day it’s 
finished, I can walk away from it.

Buzzing with BarbaraBarbara Brighton

Talking with Tom Wallek

Barbara Brighton is a multi-talented performer - singer, comedienne, talk show 
host and tribute artist for the late, great Joan Rivers. Visit her website at: www.
barbarabrighton.com. Contact her: Barbright1@aol.com.

Buzzing with Barbara

Zombie Burlesque at the V Theater is, well, 
zombies and burlesque. No surprise there. 

But who should see it? Everyone over 18 
who likes good entertainment. 

The premise is that there was an apocalypse 
resulting in a truce between the dead and 
the undead. As part of the truce, the zombies 
agreed to put on a show and allow the live be-
ings to attend.

We are invited to that show. It is a clever 
campy comedy romp with lots of pizzazz, 
creative zombie make-up, twirling pasties, 
outstanding acrobatics, enjoyable song and 
dance numbers, and an emcee worthy of 
many accolades. 

Oh, and “Tiny Bubbles”, the comedic nun. 
Don’t ask. Just see Tiny in action. 

How can you not love a show with lines like: 
“We don’t eat innocent people anymore” or 
“Everybody is a squirrel trying to get a nut”?

Anything that the talented Tiger Martina 
does, I want to see. 

He is the genius choreographer and direc-
tor behind the highly successful “VEGAS! The 
Show” running in the Saxe Theatre. He has 
scored again with this production. So, if you 

enjoyed VTS, see this one. 
It doesn’t have the large theater, the bill-

boards, or the big production numbers. But 
it does have a talented cast who seem to be 
enjoying themselves, right along with the 
audience in the 199 seat room upstairs at the 
V Theater in the Miracle Mile behind Planet 
Hollywood. 

In this age of canned music, what a plea-
sure to find a show with live musicians - es-
pecially supporting a cast of zombies. The set 
design and costumes add to the fun.

About the zombie thing. 
It’s a plot device which 
makes for some uniquely 
original make-up and 
costumes, as well as some 
delightful dance numbers.

The night we were there, 
many folks were seeing 
it for the second or third 
time. In the year it has 
been playing, it has devel-
oped a sort of cult follow-
ing. 

And who should I find 
myself sitting next to but Tiger himself, who 
drops by regularly to make sure that his latest 
production continues to shine. His innovative 

dance numbers are a delight. 
Zenoch, the charismatic energetic MC may 

be the most appealing zombie you’ll come in 
contact with in your lifetime.

The literature describes the show as a “sexy 
new take on the zombie apocalypse.” It is bur-
lesque so the show includes the requisite bur-
lesque dancers, and it is Vegas so they take it 
down to the tassels and tease. But in this show, 
it is more celebration than seduction.

In the end, this is a zany variety show with 
singers, dancers, a contortionist, acrobats, a 
comic, and the strangest plot line around to 
tie it all together. Zombie Burlesque should 
enjoy a long life in Las Vegas. 

For ticket information, call 702/260-7200 
or email Tickets@Vtheater.com.

That’s  EntertainmentThat’s  EntertainmentDianne Davis

You Might Die Laughing

In addition to The Vegas Voice, Dianne Davis is a reporter for Sun City Anthem 
Television (SCA-TV) specializing in entertainment. She is the Las Vegas Editor of 
lasvegassplash.com and writes a column for LasVegasRoundTheClock.com. 
In her spare time, she bowls, hikes and scuba dives with Burt, her husband of 51 

years.
 And if that isn’t enough, she is also a sit-down comedienne. She says at her age, she 

shouldn’t have to stand that long.
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IS PLEASED TO INTRODUCE THE

 •  Advocate for our entertainment   
          and professional members. 
 • Assist entertainers to perform at all   
  local venues, and in their time   
  of need. 
 •  Assist local charitable organizations. 
 •  Produce benefits and fundraising   
  events/shows.
 •  Recognize outstanding achievements 
  in the entertainment industry.
 •  Support our entertainment 
  community via outreach and 
  mentoring programs.

Who we are…

     What we do…

Support the Las Vegas entertainment community 
by joining…

A non-profit organization

Mark OToole 
Hosts our kickoff event at 

 

1201 Las Vegas Blvd South.

       Feb. 19th at 7pm.
Doors: 7pm • Show: 8 - 9:30pm

(Buffet  Available)

Third Thursday

Tickets:
$20.

For tickets, or reservations, 
Call The Event Center at:

                      Or online at:  
702/384-0771

RONDECARSEVENTCENTER.COM

         For more info call The Vegas Voice 
                    702/251-4441
           THEVEGASVOICE.NET
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It is my pleasure to feature Karalyn Clark, 
resident musical director for Poor Richard’s 
Players. 

Karalyn, how did you make it to Las 
Vegas? 

I’m Canadian. That’s where I studied music 
and got my experience as a classical accom-
panist and musical theatre performer.  

In 2008, I went to work on cruise ships as a 
show band keyboard player and singer. That’s 
where I met my American husband, Dave. We 
chose Las Vegas because we wanted to be in a 
city that would allow us to continue to work in 
the entertainment industry. 

Tell us more about your background.
Even though my roots and training are in 

classical piano and voice, my most enjoyable 
projects are music theatre. I worked at an arts 
college as a music professor and repertoire 
coach. 

We did two large scale musicals every year, 
as well as smaller musicals and theatre proj-
ects.  My favorites include Beauty and the 

Beast, Chicago, and a smaller Canadian proj-
ect 10 Lost Years (for which Karalyn was the 
musical director and arranger.)  

I tend to love grass roots pieces that allow 
for personalization, musical creativity and 
fresh instrumental arrangements.

What do you think about the local 

live theatre scene?
I was thrilled to get here and find that there 

is such a thriving local theatre scene, as well 
as all the working opportunities on The Strip. 
(She is a keyboard sub at Jersey Boys and 
singing gondolier at The Venetian, and is in 
the Cirque du Soleil performer’s database for 
future casting calls).  

I have worked with Sin City Opera, RagTag 
Entertainment, Bill Fayne, Off Strip Produc-
tions, and, of course, Poor Richard’s Players. I 
work with PRP most often because of our 
similar views on art and creation. 

There are so many local theatre companies 
and the comradely between them - especially 
at the Las Vegas Little Theatre Fringe Festival. 
Company members get out and support each 
other and see each other’s productions.  

At the same time, there are a lot of compa-
nies so it’s often tricky to coordinate resources.  
Everyone seems to want to blaze their own 
trail instead of traveling together and sharing 
the load sometimes.  

Another issue we have in the local scene is 
definitely the lack of venues. There are not a 
lot of theatre spaces open to local companies, 
so the ones that are (LVLT, Art Square, The 
Onyx, etc.) are often fully booked up.  

There are also some around town that are 
prohibitively costly.  There have been many 
plans for communal spaces (Reed-Whipple, 
Downtown Project, Clark County Theatre 
Community), but none have yet materialized 
in a significant way.  

I think that’s the biggest missing link that 
I would like to see improved in the Las Vegas 
theatre community - more venues!

What’s next for Poor Richard’s Play-
ers?

We have some pretty cool projects coming 
up this year, including another run at the 
2015 Fringe Festival.  We have won the past 
three years, so we’re going to try and keep our 
streak going.  

It’s really exciting to try and keep topping 
yourself each year.

Jarvis Marlow Our Live Las Vegas
From Cruise Ships to the Fringe Festival

Our Live Las Vegas

“If you want to find the secrets of the uni-
verse, think in terms of energy, frequency and 
vibration.” - Nikola Tesla

Vibrational medicine is a term used to de-
scribe a wide variety of living remedies. It in-
corporates the use of chi energies within living 
organisms such as plants, gemstones and crys-
tals, water, sunlight and even the foods we eat. 

Everything has a living pulse and our amaz-
ing planet provides us with all of the essential 
natural vibrational remedies needed to help us 
balance our existence.   

In last month’s article we determined that by 
understanding that energy represents the sum 
total of our physical being, thoughts, feelings, 
beliefs, patterning and genetics, then frequency 
can be modulated. Therefore, by changing the 
thought, we can also change the corresponding 
physical response. 

One way to test this theory is by merely ask-
ing anyone about to jump out of a plane, how 
they’re feeling. Most likely their response would 
be, “I’m feeling sick to my stomach or feeling 
nauseous.” Thought equals reaction. 

The problem is that not only are most of us 

unaware of our natural power, but, we are also 
unaware of the tools available to us in access-
ing it.

“Just the way sound creates visible waves as 
it travels through a droplet of water, our “be-
lief waves” ripple through the quantum fabric 
of the universe to become our bodies and the 
healing, abundance, and peace or disease, lack 
and suffering that we experience in life. And, 
just the way we can tune in a sound to change 
its patterns, we can tune our beliefs to preserve 
or destroy all that we cherish, including life it-
self.” - Gregg Braden 

Most of the modalities utilized in changing 
frequencies can also be administered through 

long distance healing. These in-
clude homeopathy, flower and 
gem-elixirs, radionics, spiritual 
counseling, nutritional supple-
mentation, color and sound ther-
apy, glandular therapy, emotional 
release and Bio-Photon Rebalanc-
ing, etc. 

According to Dr. Donna Starita, 
a veterinarian who works with 

people too, “Although the recommendations 
for vibrant good health may vary a little from 
species to species, in general some things are 
the same - pure water, fresh vibrant food, regu-
lar exercise, sufficient sunlight, avoiding toxins 
(including vaccines), plenty of fun and good 
sleep.” 

For humans she claims “peace of mind is 
essential to vibrant good health.” The way she 
recommends cultivating this is: (1) Being hon-
est with yourself and others, (2) Living by your 
inner guidance, (3) Being helpful and kind 
to others (4) Tai-Chi, Yoga, Meditation, etc. 
(5) Avoiding negativity (6) Surrendering to a 
Higher Power (7) Connecting with nature (8) 
Breathing Deeply and, (9) Simplifying your life.

“We are at the new frontier of healing; shar-
ing information about what is possible and 
recognizing that well-being is so much more 
than the absence of disease. It is about letting 
go of limitations and recognizing that we are 
so much more than what we’ve been lead to be-
lieve in the past - freeing our minds to embrace 
all possibilities.”  - Dr. Donna Starita

Psychic PhenomenonAli Guggenheim

Vibrational Medicine - Part II
Psychic Phenomenon

Ali Guggenheim was brought to Las Vegas as the resident Spiritualist/Psychic for the 
House of Blues Foundation Room when it was a private club to the stars.Feeling lost 
and confused about decisions, relationships, career, finances, etc. No issues or events 
are too big or too small.

For info about Ali’s fun and unique readings, groups, workshops, events, classes or 
spiritual gatherings, call: Ali: 702/202-1888.
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I always seem to write about cruises. In 
fact, many of the groups we promote are on 
cruises.  

Don’t get me wrong. I love cruises and 
our group cruises, especially the “Bus to the 
Boat” program will not be ending any time 
soon.  

However, I do tend to neglect another 
huge area of the vacation travel experience, 
and that, of course, is land based vacations. 
Whether it’s an all inclusive Mexican vaca-
tion or a European vacation, I usually do 
not opine about these types of vacations 
very much.  

I don’t know why. I am in a unique po-
sition to write and know about land based 
vacations.  

For the past two years I have been a mem-
ber of the Delta (Airlines) Vacations, Travel 
Agents Advisory Board. I have attended a 
number of meetings in Atlanta that gives 
me a keen insight to the specials and pro-
motions that are offered. 

I also get to hear about all the latest trav-
el trends and new travel destinations being 

offered.  It has absolutely been a great ex-
perience sitting on the Advisory Board and 
learning so much about the travel industry 
I truly love being a part of.

So be sure to call me if you have any 
questions about any and all hotel stays, 
all inclusive or city stay vacations. I really 
believe that the Vegas Voyagers Travel Club 
has all the tools and “inside information” 
to help you book your next land based va-

cation.
I also want to report that my recent trip to 

Israel was a resounding success. We had 20 
intrepid church members of the Emmanuel 
Baptist Church in New York travel from one 
end of Israel to the other.  

Stops included Nazareth, the River Jor-
dan, and the Sea of Galilee in the north; 
Jerusalem, Bethlehem (including walking 
the Stations of the Cross, the Church of the 

Nativity, Sheppard’s Field, the room of the 
Last Supper in the center of the country) 
and a visit to Masada as well as the Dead 
Sea at the gateway to the south of Israel.  

And that’s just the highlights. There was 
so much, much more.  

I do know that a trip to Israel is (no pun 
intended) a leap of faith. While our group 
had not one second of safety or security is-
sues, the Middle East, is a dangerous part 
of the world.  

All I can tell you is our group was com-
pletely one hundred percent safe and the 
weather was magnificent. Always sunny and 
between 55 and 75 degrees the entire time 
we were there.  

I truly recommend a trip to Israel, no 
matter your religion. I do believe a trip 
there will affect you like no other destina-
tion.  

Please give us a call at 800/698-1101 if 
you would like any further information. It 
would be my pleasure to assist you or to an-
swer any travel questions you might have.

As always, happy destinations.

More Than Just Cruising
Happy DestinationsStu Cooper - Travel Editor Happy Destinations
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During World War II, Fleet 
Admiral Chester Nimitz com-
manded more than two mil-
lion men and women, 5,000 
ships and 20,000 planes. One 
might therefore imagine that 
he grew up close to a coastal 
town watching the sea ebb and 
flow. 

Admiral Chester Nimitz, a 
five-star admiral who held the 
dual command of Command-
er-in- Chief, United States Pa-
cific Fleet for U.S forces and 
Commander-in-Chief, Pacific 
Ocean for U.S. and Allied air, 
land and sea forces during 
World War II, was born Febru-
ary 24, 1885 in the German 
Texas Hill Country town of 
Fredericksburg.  

This is where he is honored at the Nation-
al Museum of the Pacific War. The museum 
honors the men and women who served 
with Admiral Nimitz in World War II and is 
housed in what was once a hotel owned by 
the Admiral’s grandfather. 

Nimitz’s father died before he was born. 
His grandfather, Charles Nimitz, was his ma-
jor influence when the younger Nimitz was 
growing up.  

Charles Nimitz had been a seaman in the 
German Merchant Marine before coming to 
Fredericksburg. The grandfather took pride 
in teaching his grandson “the sea, like life 
itself, is a stern taskmaster. The best way to 
get along with either is to learn all you can, 
then do your best and don’t worry – espe-
cially about things over which you have no 
control.”  

Chester Nimitz graduated with distinction 
from the United States Naval Academy, sev-
enth in his class of 114. Ten days after the at-
tack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, 
Nimitz was selected Commander-in-Chief. 

He took command at the most critical 
period of the Pacific war. Despite the losses 
from the attack on Pearl Harbor and the 
shortage of ships, planes and supplies, he 
successfully organized his forces to halt the 
Japanese advance.  

As quickly as ships, men and material be-
came available, Admiral Nimitz shifted to 
the offensive. He defeated the Japanese navy 
in the Battle of the Coral Sea, the pivotal 
Battle of Midway and in the Solomon Islands 
Campaign. 

The main gate at Pearl Harbor is called 
“Nimitz Gate.” At the end of the war, Admiral 
Chester Nimitz represented the United States 
in Tokyo Bay during the Japanese surrender 

aboard the USS Mis-
souri.  

Following a stroke, 
complicated by 
pneumonia, Admiral 
Chester Nimitz died 
February 20, 1966.  

The town of Fred-
ericksburg with a 
population of barely 
10,000 is a delightful 
place to visit. Found-
ed in 1846, the town 
was named in honor 
of Prince Frederick 
of Prussia. 

Fredericksburg is 
known as the home 
of “Texas German”, 
a German dialect 

spoken by first generation settlers who ini-
tially refused to learn English. 

The concentration of German-American 
settlers in Fredericksburg gives the town 
many cultural characteristics similar to oth-
er Hill Country German Texas towns; such as 
New Braunfels and Boerne. Fredericksburg is 
known for commemorating heritage. 

To continue this tradition, it is going to 
become the future home to the Texas Ranger 
Museum; a facility not associated with the 
Texas Hall of Fame Museum in Waco.

Admission tickets for the Nimitz Museum 
include the much larger George Bush Gal-
lery, which opened in 1999. It also contains 
a Japanese midget submarine and an Ameri-
can B-25.  

There are also bed and breakfasts lodgings 
and quaint little shops on Main Street. The 
Nimitz birthday events in Fredericksburg are 
free, but there is an admission fee of $12 per 
person to visit the National Museum of the 
Pacific War. Their web site is
pacificwarmuseumn.org.

Nimitz Birthday Salute

Kathy Manney enjoys visiting interesting places and being an Adventure Diva. Her 
“Must See” travel journeys continue - always with enthusiasm.

Around Our WorldKathy Manney Around Our World
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Crystal 
Merryman-Sarbacker The Travel Company Designed Especially for Active Seniors!
       ALL ABOARD TO CANADA!

 
Day 1: Saturday, August 15, 2015
Vancouver, British Columbia – 
Tour Begins
   Join us for a remarkable journey 
through the stunning landscapes, charm-
ing towns and beautiful lakes of the 
Canadian Rockies. Your adventure opens 
in Vancouver.
Day 2: Sunday, August 16, 2015 
Vancouver – VIA Rail
  A city tour of Vancouver begins this 
morning at beautiful Stanley Park, 
Canada’s renowned urban rainforest, and 
continues to Chinatown, the waterfront, 
and Gastown, a turn-of-the-century 
center comprised of pubs, art galleries, 
boutiques, and the world-famous steam 
powered clock, perhaps the most pho-
tographed subject in all of Vancouver. 
Stroll picturesque Granville Island and its 
fascinating markets. This evening, enjoy 
dinner overlooking the city skyline. Later, 
board VIA Rail’s The Canadian to begin 
your journey to the majestic Canadian

Here’s Your Itinerary:
Featuring British Columbia, Vancouver, VIA Rail, Jasper, 
Columbia Icefield, Lake Louise, Banff & Calgary!

Rockies. Relive train travel in the days 
of old as you are rocked to sleep tonight.

Day 3: Monday, August 17, 2015 
VIA Rail – Jasper, Alberta
  Enjoy a lovely hot breakfast in the din-
ing car as your eastbound train whisks 
you past the peaks of the Monashee 
Mountains and the stunning sight of 
Pyramid Falls cascading down Mt. 
Cheadle. Relax in the Dome car as you 
experience 360-degree views of the glis-
tening glaciers o the Albreda Icefields 
and on a clear day, view Mt. Robson – 
the highest peak of the Rockies! Moose, 
mountain goats, bear and caribou call 
this wonderland home. This afternoon 
arrive in Jasper, nestled in the heart of 
the Canadian Rockies at the gateway 
to the incredible Icefields Parkway. 
This evening enjoy a “Taste of Alberta” 
dinner complete with several choices 
featuring various Alberta products and 
special recipes that highlight the cuisine 
of the province.

Day 4: Tuesday, August 18, 2015 
Jasper
   This morning we travel to Maligne 
Lake and enjoy breakfast against the 
backdrop of the picture perfect sparkling 
waters of Maligne Lake, the largest 
natural lake in the Canadian Rockies. 
While there you may choose to embark 
on an optional cruise highlighting the 
beauty of Spirit Island. Later enjoy the 
dramatic Maligne Canyon, one of the 
area’s most spectacular landmarks. Re-
turn to Japer with leisure time to explore 
this lovely town. 
Day 5: Wednesday, Aug. 19, 2015 
Jasper – Icefields Parkway – 
Lake Louise

 
Day 5 continued-
  Set off for a wonderful day of sightsee-
ing en route to Lake Louise. Journey 
along the unforgettable Icefields Park-
way! Waterfalls, rushing rivers, glacial 
peaks, imposing cliffs and snowcapped 
peaks paint the breathtaking canvas – 
so have your camera handy! Enjoy a 
stop at the Athabasca Falls and marvel 
at its sheer beauty and power. Tonight 
enjoy a stay at the world-famous The 
Fairmount Chateau Lake Louise. This 
evening it’s Diner’s Choice…your 
dinner is included and you’ll choose 
the perfect spot from a menu of the 
Fairmont Chateau Lake Louise’s great 
restaurants.

Aug. 15-23, 2015Aug. 15-23, 2015

Picture Yourself Here! 

Special price

thru 2/16/15, 

Only $4899 pp dbl. 

or $5999 sgl.

Special price

thru 2/16/15, 

Only $4899 pp dbl. 

or $5999 sgl.

9 Days & 14 Meals: 8 Breakfasts,, 2 Lunches, 4 Dinners
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The Travel Company Designed Especially for Active Seniors!

*All prices subject to change and are based 
on per person, double occupancy. Single room 
upgrades available at extra cost. MasterCard, 
VISA, Amex and Discover accepted and/or 
private checks. 

702 419-0550 
Wow! 
Local professional airport transfers 
provided by Vegas Vacationers 
for every Collette Vacation that 
includes air.

Call Crystal for more info:

From $4999 pp dbl. 
or $6099 sgl.

Canadian Rockies By Train
Escape the Vegas heat on one of our most 
requested trips!

  New Orleans: Collette Vacations Spotlight City!

New Orleans  Sept. 28 - Oct. 2
  It’s one of the US’s most exciting cities and it has it 
all! American History, Gorgeous Gardens, Super Shop-
ping, Exceptional Music and Some of the Best Food in 
the country!

  There are now some terrific discounts, so this year 
make The American Queen part of your travel plans to 
New Orleans.
 Call for more information and select either or both 
vacations for the trip of a lifetime.

Day 6: Thursday, Aug. 20, 2015 
Lake Louise – Banff
   En route to Banff, view the 
spectacular Moraine Lake and the 
awe-inspiring Valley of the Ten 
Peaks. The jagged Ten Peaks are 
distinctively saw-toothed, standing 
out amidst stunning Alpine scenery. 
Arrive at the grand The Fairmont 
Banff Springs, known as the “Castle 
in the Rockies” for a luxurious two-
night stay. This evening experience 
another Diner’s Choice…tonight 
you’ll choose the perfect spot from 
one of The Fairmont Banff Springs’ 
great restaurants. 
Day 7: Friday, August 21, 2015 
Banff
  Set off for a scenic drive through 
Banff featuring the powerful Bow 
Falls and Hoodoos – known as the 
“Land of the Sleeping Giants”. Next, 
meet a local ammolite specialist 
to learn about this rare gemstone 
found only in Alberta. During an 
afternoon at leisure, perhaps you 
will take a stroll through Banff’s 
delightful downtown.

 
Day 8: Saturday, Augu. 22, 2015 
Banff – Calgary
  Leave the wonders of the Rockies 
for the prairies of Alberta en route 
to the Kananaskis Valley. Visit a local 
ranch where you can play a game 
of horseshoes, take a line dance 
lesson and look for buffalo. Then, 
delight in a traditional Albertan 
barbeque with beautiful views of 
the mountain in the background. 
Later, enjoy the views of the prairies 
before you reach the vibrant city of 
Calgary.
 
Day 9: Sunday, August 23, 2015 
Calgary
  Your tour ends today in Calgary 
and you’ll return to Las Vegas with 
fabulous memories.

Your Hotels at a glance
Day 1      
Westin Bayshore, Vancouver, 
British Columbia
Day 2      Via Rail Canada
Days 3, 4 
Sawridge Inn and Conference 
Centre, Jasper Alberta
Day 5       
The Fairmont Chateau Lake 
Louise, Lake Louise
Days 6, 7 
The Fairmont Banff Springs, 
Banff Alberta
Day 8       
Westin Calgary, Calgary Alberta

   Our luxurious trip features 
“The Canadian” VIA Rail w/
overnight accom. and stays at 
the world famous Lake Louise 
Fairmont, and Banff Springs 
Fairmont Hotel, plus some of 
the most incredibly beautiful 
settings you’ll ever see. This is 
one for your bucket list! Incl. 
roundtrip air from Las Vegas!

Special Rates!
From $1879. pp. dbl., Single $2279.

Incl. round trip air from Las Vegas

or go to our website, 
Vegasvacationers.net.
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I was out running typical er-
rands - the bank, grocery store, 
drug store, gas for the car, etc. 
After the third stop it dawned on 
me that I’d been asked the same 
question at three consecutive 
stores and it wasn’t “can I help 
you?” 

The query du jour was “do you 
have a rewards card?” I was use to 
producing a rewards card when I 
did my grocery shopping, but 
rarely bothered at other places. 
Today, it seems that you can’t 
get the currently advertised price 
anywhere unless you produce the 
required bar-coded plastic.

Normally this wouldn’t be a 
big deal provided you shopped in 
a particular store on a regular ba-
sis, but do you need to sign up for 
a card at a store where you rarely 
shop? To get the sale price sure, 
but what if the item isn’t on sale? 

This is exactly the situation I 
encountered at one of the major 
chain drugstores. I took my item 
to the register and when asked for 
my card I simply said I didn’t have one. 

Instead of just ringing up my purchase, the 
clerk suggested I sign up. When I declined, she 
proceeded to tell me why I should, and made it 
sound like I was being an idiot for not getting 
the rewards card to buy the item even though 
it wasn’t on sale. 

After a very firm, “no” she finally allowed 
me to purchase my non-sale item.

Safely back in my vehicle I thought about 
why the clerk had made such a hard pitch for 
me to sign up. A safe assumption would be 
that she was under orders to do so or that there 
was some incentive because she certainly had 
no other logical reason for doing so. 

The real question is why do the retailers 
push so hard for customers to sign up? The 
answer is fairly simple - customer tracking.  

Retailers want to know what you are buy-
ing. They use reward cards to create profiles of 
their customers, track purchases and analyze 
trends. 

This enables them to forecast future sales 
and better prepare themselves by ordering the 

right amount of stock for their shelves. They 
can also use the information to create loyalty 
by offering incentives and sales tailored to spe-
cific sets of customers. 

Have you ever received coupons in the mail 
for items you regularly purchase at the su-
permarket? Those coupons were sent because 
they had information from your rewards card. 

So in many ways, this is a win-win. The 
company increases customer loyalty and sales 
while you benefit by receiving discounts on 
your purchases. The downside is that it can 
seem intrusive and may feel like an invasion 
of privacy. 

It can also be annoying when you encoun-
ter a situation such as the one I dealt with at 
the drugstore. It’s the advancement of tech-
nology. 

Though I realized that not only is my 
phone smarter than I am, the stores I frequent 
know more about my shopping habits than 
I do. George Orwell was right, Big Brother is 
watching. 

I just didn’t expect him to be doing it from 
the supermarket.

Consumer VoiceRichard Warren

Someone is Watching You
Consumer Voice

Richard Warren is a passionate consumer advocate. He can be reached at:
writer.lv@gmail.com

In my last article, I discussed the first scam 
of the top five scams that are the most com-
mon amongst the growing senior popula-
tion. In this 
article, I will 
be discussing 
the second: 
C o u n t e r f e i t 
Prescription 
Drugs.  

There are 
endless op-
tions on where 
to purchase a 
prescription; 
with one of 
the choices being going online. Purchasing 
prescriptions online has become quite popu-
lar because the cost tends to be dramatically 
cheaper and more convenient.  

In today’s society with “scammers” we 
have to be careful of who we purchase these 
medications from. The scam artists are now 
selling ineffective drugs that might even 

make your symptoms worsen. 
What can you do to make sure you money 

is spent wisely? Follow three simple rules 
when it comes 
to purchasing 
your medica-
tion.  

1. Know 
your medica-
tion. The size, 
shape, color, 
taste, and side 
effects should 
not change.  

2. Packag-
ing should 

not be altered, unsealed or have a different 
label.  

3. Only purchase prescription medications 
from a trusted, reputable source.  

Keep in mind, if the price seems “too good 
to be true,” it probably is. Next article, I will 
discuss funeral scams, and ways to avoid be-
ing taken advantage of.

Educating

Protecting
and

Senior
Citizens

SENIOR
BODYGUARD

LISTEN IN TO THE

MONDAY-FRIDAY
RADIO SHOW WITH GEOFF SCOTT

On KLAV 1230 AM Radio

Learn how to recognize
scams, frauds, &

thieves!

Know how to choose
what is best for you

when it comes to your
health care.

7AM - 8AM

Weekday Mornings

Geoff Scott

Watch Out for the Bad 
Guy, (Part 3)

TM

TM

TM
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Recently a lady contacted me to re-cement 
a temporary bridge as she is staying in Las Ve-
gas for a few months. This patient is having 
major dental work done by her Manhattan 
dentist.  

Upon completion of the appointment, my 
office presented her the fee for the office visit 
She became indignant and nasty. She didn’t 
think she should have been charged for the 
visit.   

Gordon Christensen is an internationally 
known dentist who has made studies of prod-
uct quality and costs relative to the dental 
industry. He has determined the approximate 
cost to the dentist just to seat a person in a 
treatment room.   

Yes, there is a cost to have a person sit in the 
dental chair. The cost represents your safety.  

Regardless of how long or quick the visit 
might be, everything in the room must be 
stripped, disposables (used or not) discarded, 
instruments placed into cassettes, bagged, 
and sterilized, and the room sanitized as 
well. When there is a compromise to sterile-
technique protocol, we find ourselves reading 

about debacles such as that endoscopy clinic. 
Today’s diseases are not for the faint of 

heart. 
Dentists must treat every person who sits in 

the dental chair (however briefly) as though 
they are carrying the AIDS virus, hepatitis 

virus, pneumonias, flu strains, HPV 
virus, etc.    The gold standard in a 
reputable dental clinic is such that 
the highest standard of sterilization, 
sanitation, and concern for cross con-
tamination will ALWAYS be followed.    

After all, you, the patient, would 
never know if something was not 
discarded and/or  reused. How could 
you? 

Confidence in the standard of care 
of your dental professional and sup-
porting staff is essential.    

Although there are regulations es-
tablished by the Dental Board, that 
doesn’t mean that the Doctor is fol-
lowing them. Complaining about an 
office visit fee is tantamount to a con-
fession of ignorance.    

Surely you believe that your safety 
has a value.     

It is amazing to me how people think noth-
ing about paying for vitamins, health foods,  
organic products, exercise coaches, health 
club memberships, vaccinations, etc. in an 

attempt to stay healthy - yet will protest an of-
fice fee. This is a small sum representing big 
protection against endangering your health 
against diseases.  

An office visit represents: sterilization, dis-
posables, assistant’s time,  doctor’s time, front 
office time, products used, chemicals to dis-
infect the room, insurance costs, hazardous 
waste disposal, and so on.    

It is becoming more and more difficult to 
uphold the standards that are necessary for 
a patient’s protection given the continual re-
duction of insurance reimbursement. As the 
insurance companies continue creating the 
idea of entitlement, and as they continue to 
dumb down the value of the professional ser-
vice by reducing payments, there will be more 
instances of harm.  

Shortcuts will become essential for survival 
of the business. That’s too bad, as the patient 
will be the loser. 

My message is that you are worth the price 
of an office visit. It’s hard enough to keep one-
self healthy, without having to worry about 
catching a disease at a health facility.

What Are You Worth?
The DentistJames J. White, D.D.S The Dentist



OK – here it is February. How many have 
already broken their New Year’s Resolutions? 
I don’t make resolutions, I make changes!

One “change” that I’m making is to take 
care of my heart. By that I mean, try to do 
more exercises, and eliminate all that sugar 
in my diet.  

After all, I did turn 70 in December and 
I want to stay around for a very long time! 
As a chocoholic, it is tough for me to slow 
down on sugar and sweets in my diet, but I 
sure will try. 

Exercising more will help to bring down 
the dreaded cholesterol that clogs arteries. I 
am also a lover of cheeses, so I am trying to 
eat less and more low-fat cheeses. It’ll take 
some doing – but I will do my very best.  

I try to NEVER, EVER go grocery shopping 
on an empty stomach! How many times 
have you ventured into a grocery store with 
hunger pains lurking and gobbled up every 
“sample” taste tidbit that is offered (espe-

cially at Cost-
co!) or found 
some strange 
item that wan-
dered into your 
grocery cart?  

Before I go grocery shop-
ping, I do make a list of 
items that I need, so I don’t 
buy those tempting items 
that are on the “end caps” 
of the grocery aisles. Yep, 
that’s the catch – the “end 
caps!” 

I try to “pre-plan” some meals ahead of 
time, so that when cooking I can make two 
or three meals at a time, saving not only 
my precious time of preparation, but also 
when I get home from work or teaching, I 
am not famished and gobble the first thing 
in sight! Now, how did that scoop of peanut 
butter wander into my mouth? 

Sunday nights, I cook 
up a few dinners, label-
ing them in individual 
containers to freeze and 
allowing me some prepa-

ration time during the week.
For example, after buying a stalk of 

celery, I wash the stalk very well, then 
cut them into smaller pieces and place 
them into a zip-lock bag. That way, when 

I come home and while preparing my 
dinner, I can munch on a celery stalk 

or two.  
I do the same with carrot sticks 

– or better yet: buy a bag of baby carrots to 
munch on!  

In the morning before leaving for work, 

taking out from the freezer what I plan to 
have for dinner that night and letting it 
defrost in the refrigerator allows me some 
time for other things when I get home.  

Keeping fresh fruit in a bowl on top of 
the kitchen counter also allows me to have 
something “quick” to munch on when I get 
the urge for something “sweet.” How good 
is the natural fruit taste of a crisp apple and 
sweet-smelling orange or tasty banana?

So these are just some little ideas to help 
you. With these in mind, you’ll be well on 
your way to a more “organized healthy life-
style.” And a healthier heart! After all, isn’t 
February HEART MONTH?  

POSITIVE ATTITUDE AND HAPPY 
HEALTH TO ALL! 
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Where do you go when the medical system 
has failed you?

Americans pay approximately twice as 
much as any other country’s citizens for their 
health care. Yet, among the approximately 
200 countries in the world, our health care 
system is ranked noticeably lower than many 
other countries. 

In a Forbes magazine article, of the eleven 
countries ranked, the United States health-
care system was ranked dead last. The World 
Health Organization ranked the United States 
health care system at 37th.   

The United States ranks 42nd in life expec-
tancy. It has the 6th highest cancer rate in the 
world, the highest obesity rate, and Americans 
consume 80% of all pain pills manufactured, 
even though we only make up only about 5 % 
of the world’s population. 

Despite the rising costs of our health care 
system, many Americans are finding their 
health and quality of life decreasing. Many 
are constantly in pain. 

Does anyone find this concerning? It would 
be easy to start pointing fingers, but that will 
help accomplish nothing. 

As a former professor, I am a strong believer 
in education. I believe that the only effective 
way to help Americans return to a healthier 
state and help them achieve the highest pos-
sible quality of life is to educate them. 

With a large proportion of our population 
reaching their golden years and dealing with 
an increasing number of medical problems, 
education has become a necessity.

I need to be direct here. I have the greatest 
respect for conventional medical doctors and I 

do believe that, within limits, pharmaceu-
tical drugs can be effective medical tools. 

Notice that I used the word “tools.” A 
good carpenter does not have only one or 
two tools in his tool belt. He has a multi-
tude of tools, as well as an understanding 
of the strengths and weaknesses of each 
tool.

He knows when and how to most effec-
tively use each tool to achieve the success-
ful outcome. 

This same perspective needs to be 
brought to medicine and healthcare. 

Yes, pharmaceutical drugs and surgery, 
(the two predominant “tools” of the cur-

rent western medical system) are effective and 
appropriate tools in certain cases. However, 
they are not necessarily the best tools for all 
medical problems. 

Many people will go with “what they know” 
even though this may not be the most effec-
tive tool to bring them back to optimal health. 

This is where a lack of education on alterna-
tive approaches to health and medicine is det-
rimental to America.

Many individuals will have legitimate 
questions and concerns about alternative ap-
proaches to medicine. For safety and efficacy, 
it is necessary that individuals have informa-
tion about these various medical professionals 
before seeking help.  

This information should include their ap-
proach to health and medical concerns, the 
types of medical problems they most effective-
ly treat, the length and depth of their train-
ing, and the standards they have to meet to 
become licensed. 

For the next few months, my column will 
cover this information in regard to non-con-
ventional medicine/health care practices; in-
cluding nutrition, chiropractic, acupuncture, 
Chinese herbal medicine and naturopathic 
medicine. Hopefully this information will help 
those who seek alternatives in healthcare.  

American Health Care 
A Healthier YouKyo Mitchell A Healthier You

Dr. Kyo Mitchell served as faculty at Bastyr University in Seattle and Wongu 
University in Las Vegas for over a decade. Dr. Mitchell practices in Summerlin and 
can be reached at 702-481-6216 or rkyomitchell@gmail.com.

Health FitnessMary Richard

Take Care of Your Heart!
Health Fitness

Mary Richard was crowned Ms. Senior Nevada 2006, was first runner-up for Ms. 
Senior America 2006 and is a life-time dancer. She is one of the original columnists 
for The Vegas Voice. She is now an aerobics instructor throughout Las Vegas/
Henderson. Mary can be reached at mary-vegasvoice@cox.net.
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Turning 65?0 No matter how you say it, Humana 
has a Medicare Advantage plan  
with a $0 premium

Zero, zip, zilch
Turning 65?

Humana is a Medicare Advantage organization and a stand-alone prescription drug plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in this Humana plan depends on contract 
renewal. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, but not a complete description of benefits. For more information contact the plan. Limitations, copayments, 
and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premium and member cost share may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your part B premium. A sales 
person will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales meetings, call Humana sales at 1-800-552-0776 
(TTY: 711), 8 a.m. – 8 p.m., Monday – Friday. Applicable to Humana Gold Plus H2949-012 (HMO). 
Y0040_GHHJ4HBENTE_5a Approved

1-800-552-0776 (TTY: 711) 
Call a licensed sales agent 8 a.m. – 8 p.m., Monday – Friday  
¿Español? 1-855-778-8206

Looking for your first Medicare plan? How does a $0 plan premium sound?
You can get great benefits right here in Las Vegas, plus the extras you want – all for a $0 monthly plan premium.

• Prescription drug coverage
• 24-hour nurse advice line
• Rewards for healthy choices
• Fitness program - gym membership at no additional cost
• Rides to your doctors
• Dental and Vision coverage
• $50 monthly over-the-counter medication benefit

If you’re newly eligible for Medicare and have questions, call now to find out what else  
you can get for a $0 premium.
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Real estate shows seem to be popping up on 
many channels nowadays. These shows present the 
real estate industry as simple and the realtor as a 
do-nothing.  

In some of the newest programs the realtor is 
just a driver. He or she takes people to a home, then 
waits outside. 

In other shows, they remodel and then seek a 
price for the home over what the neighborhood 
will bear. It doesn’t work that way. 

These shows all paint a weird picture of what we 
do as realtors. On one TV show, the realtors seem-
ingly pluck $4 million (or more) sales out of open 
houses or merely receive offers at the open houses. 

When the offer is taken back to the seller, the 
seller then says “Get me more.” The listing agent 
then gets more for the property because the seller 
requested it.

Apparently none of the realtors in these TV shows 
work out of an office, as they do all their business in 
a restaurant. We are to also believe that the Property 
Brothers are licensed, not only as realtors in every 
state of the USA, but as contractors as well.

Well, here comes the bubble breakers. Real estate 
licenses are good for only one state. 

Unless they have sat for required classes in many 
states, taken the various state licensing and con-
tractor exams and paid their substantial real estate 
and contractor fees, there is no way that they could 
help people in all the states that I have seen them 
working.

Another show in need of a serious reality check 
is a vacation purchase show. This is another realtor 
who works all over the place. 

He tries to find bargain properties and then fix 
them up. The premise is that the people can have 

this vacation home at no cost since once it is fixed 
up, it will rent for an exorbitant price for the vaca-
tion season. 

But wait! What if it doesn’t rent? What happens 
to your investment?

On another show, the potential buyers are shown 
only 3 properties. From this selection, they make a 
decision. 

Wouldn’t that be wonderful if everyone could 
choose a home after viewing only 3 homes? People 
usually need to see many homes to find out what 
they DON’T like before they find something that 
they do like.

In short, TV real estate shows are NOT real. Yet, 
they all have one thing in common - they are TV 
entertainment. 

Buyers don’t usually buy after looking at 3 
homes. Realtors can only work in only one state 
unless they are licensed in others. 

Prices are set by recent appraisal values. The 
only relationship to the real estate industry is that 
they feature properties. 

If you are ready to sell or buy, please call me for 
a FREE professional consultation. You might be 
amazed at your home’s current valuation. I can be 
reached at 702/858-9311.

Myra Gougér The Real Estate Lady
TV Reality vs. Reality

Myra Gougér is a licensed REALTOR® with Realty ONE Group in Henderson, NV. She 
has been a realtor for 10 years in NV. She specializes in helping buyers and sellers get 
the best prices for homes. She can be reached at 702-858-9311 or by email: myra_
gouger@yahoo.com. (Opinions and information expressed 
herein are those of the writer and not Realty ONE Group.)

The Real Estate Lady

Ken Richardson is the former Program Training Office for the Nevada Real Estate 
Division’s Office of the Ombudsman. He is the founder of HOA Educational Services, a 
training and consulting company serving the HOA community. He can be reached at 
702-523-3023 or at: krichardsonlvnv@gmail.com.

Ensuring compliance with the governing 
documents is a primary function of the execu-
tive board.  After all, we choose to live in a par-
ticular HOA in part, because of the community 
standards expressed in the Declaration.  

If the board doesn’t enforce the architectural 
standards, for example, the community loses 
some of its appeal, and possibly its value. No 
one wants that.  

On the other hand, a board that is overly 
aggressive in its enforcement practices may 
alienate owners and become little more than a 
dictatorship; where every day is a pitched battle 
between the board and the homeowners. 

Fortunately, the procedures defined in NRS 
116.31031 provide a good balance between the 
board’s need to enforce the rules, the home-
owner’s rights and to the peaceful enjoyment of 
one’s property.

Under NRS 116.31031, the board must pro-
vide proper notice of a potential violation; in-
cluding a detailed photograph, an opportunity 
to cure the violation and a hearing before a fine 
can be assessed. Questions have been raised re-
garding the photograph and the timing of the 

notice.  
The Real Estate Division circulated a draft 

Advisory Opinion addressing the so-called 
“Courtesy Notice” that many associations send 
prior to initiating the formal process. The Divi-
sion concluded that such notices do not require 
an accompanying photograph. Good call.  

Most homeowners will respond to the friendly 
reminder and correct the violation within the 
allotted time period. Managed properly, such 
notices can enhance communications and 
compliance within the community. As an add-
ed bonus, courtesy notices can save time and 
money by reducing the need for photographs 

and formal hearings.    
If the courtesy notice is ineffective, the pro-

cess defined in that statute should be followed. 
The homeowner must be given notice describ-
ing the violation in detail.  

The notice must include the action the 
homeowner must take to cure the violation, 
the amount of the fine if the violation is up-
held, and the date, time and location of the 
hearing on the matter.  This is the start of the 
formal process and must include a clear and 
detailed photograph if the violation involves a 

physical component of the unit or the grounds 
or any other condition that may reasonably be 
photographed. The notice must be mailed to 
the unit’s address or the address specified by the 
owner.

The hearing should be scheduled to ensure 
that the alleged violator has time to prepare and 

can attend the hearing in person. If the violation 
is upheld and it is not cured within 14 days (or 
any longer period as defined in the governing 
documents) it becomes a continuing violation.  

The board may impose an additional fine 
every seven days, or portion thereof. The maxi-
mum fine for a violation of the governing docu-
ments, exclusive of health & safety violations, is 
$100.  

However, there is no statutorily defined maxi-
mum amount that can be charged for a con-
tinuing violation. Interest cannot be charged on 
unpaid fines; however, the costs of collecting are 
allowable.

The procedures defined in NRS 116.31031 
are fairly detailed. Keep in mind that they rep-
resent the minimum protections afforded to 
homeowners. The governing documents may 
offer additional protections. 

Ken Richardson HOA Corner
Violation Procedures Revisited

HOA Corner
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R e m e m b e r  t h e  s e r i e s  w e  r a n 
l a s t  y e a r  a b o u t  t h e  C r o s s r o a d s 
I I I  H o m e o w n e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d 
t h e  “ w a r ” i n v o l v i n g  t h r e e  s e n i o r 
l a d i e s  o n  t h e  b o a r d  o f  d i r e c t o r s , 
t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  a t t o r n e y  a n d  t h e i r 
m a n a g e m e n t  c o m p a n y ? 

A f t e r  t w o 
y e a r s  o f 
s t r u g g l i n g  t o 
g e t  h e l p  f r o m 
e v e r y  a g e n c y, 
p o l i t i c i a n , 
a n d  l e g a l 
s o u r c e  y o u 
c a n  n a m e , 
B o a r d  m e m -
b e r  D o r o -
t h y  C h a v e z 
h a d  h e r  d a y 
i n  c o u r t .  To 
m a k e  a  l o n g 
s t o r y  s h o r t , 
t h e  a s s o c i a -
t i o n  w a s  o r-
d e r e d  t o  h o l d 
a  n e w  e l e c -
t i o n ,  w h i c h  i t  f i n a l l y  d i d . 

D o r o t h y  C h a v e z  w a s  n o t  o n l y 
e l e c t e d  t o  s e r v e  o n  t h e  b o a r d ,  b u t 
w a s  c h o s e n  t o  b e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e 
H O A .

O n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  r e q u e s t s  m a d e 
b y  t h e  h o m e o w n e r s  w a s  t o  f i r e  t h e 

H O A  a t t o r n e y,  W i l l i a m  Wr i g h t .  A s 
w e  w r o t e ,  h e  c a u s e d  s o  m u c h  g r i e f 
a n d  s u b m i t t e d  l e g a l  b i l l s  o f  a p -
p r ox i m a t e l y  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  -  f a r  m o r e 
t h a n  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  h a s .

A   b o a r d  m e e t i n g  w a s  c a l l e d  w i t h 
M s .  C h a v e z  a b s t a i n i n g  u n d e r  t h e 

c i r c u m s t a n c -
e s  d u e  t o  h e r 
p a s t  c o n f l i c t s 
w i t h  t h i s 
l a w y e r.  A  l e t -
t e r  w a s  s e n t 
i n f o r m i n g 
h i m  t o  c e a s e 
a n y  w o r k  o n 
t h e  a s s o c i a -
t i o n ’s  b e h a l f 
a n d  t h a t  h i s 
s e r v i c e s  w e r e 
n o  l o n g e r  d e -
s i r e d .

T h e  i s s u e  o f 
t e r m i n a t i n g 
t h e  a t t o r n e y 
w a s  d i s c u s s e d 
i n  a n  e x e c u -

t i v e  b o a r d  m e e t i n g  ( s i n c e  i t  c o n -
c e r n e d  a  c o n t r a c t )  w i t h  t h e  a c t u a l 
v o t e  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  a g e n d a  a t  t h e 
Fe b r u a r y  m e e t i n g .   H o w e v e r,  t r u e 
t o  f o r m ,  t h e  w a i l i n g  a n d  d e m a n d s 
f r o m  a t t o r n e y  Wr i g h t ,  b e g a n  i m -
m e d i a t e l y. 

H e  d e m a n d e d  t o  s e e  m i n u t e s  a n d 
d o c u m e n t s  t o  w h i c h  h e ,  a s  n o t  b e -
i n g  a  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  i s  n o t  e n t i -
t l e d .  T h e s e  d e m a n d s  w e r e  f o l l o w e d 
b y  a  c o m p l a i n t  t o  t h e  N e v a d a  R e a l 
E s t a t e  D i v i s i o n . 

T h a n k f u l l y,  f o r  t h o s e  o f  y o u  w h o 
l i v e  i n  H O A s  m e d i a t i o n  i s  n o w  m a n -
d a t o r y  a n d  t h e  m a t t e r  w a s  q u i c k l y 
s e t t l e d  w h e n  t h e  a t t o r n e y  w a s  i n -
f o r m e d  t h a t  h i s  s t a t u s  w a s  t o  b e  o n 
t h e  a g e n d a  o f  t h e  n e x t  o p e n  m e e t -

i n g .  T h e  N e v a d a   R e a l  E s t a t e  D i v i -
s i o n  a d v i s e d  t h a t  t h e  a g e n c y  w e r e 
g l a d  t o  s e e  t h a t  C r o s s r o a d s  I I I  h a d 
t h e i r  p r o b l e m s  b e h i n d  t h e m  a n d 
h o p e d  t h e  n e w  b o a r d  w o u l d  n o w  b e 
o n  t h e  w a y  t o  a  f r e s h  s t a r t . 

A s  f o r  m e . . .  w e l l ,  I  w o u l d  l o v e  t o 
u n d e r s t a n d  w h y,  a f t e r  a l l  h i s  a t -
t o r n e y  p r o b l e m s ,  g r i e f  a n d  h o r r i f i c 
b i l l i n g  t o  t h e s e  p e o p l e  d u r i n g  t h e 
p a s t  t w o  y e a r s  w o u l d  t h i s  l a w y e r 
t h i n k  h e  w o u l d  s t i l l  b e  r e t a i n e d ?
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, LLC

Concierge Services

TransporTaTion services:
- ouT paTienT surgical procedures

- docTor appoinTmenTs

- personal errands

- day care. . .and much more!

check WriTing - home organizaTion

respiTe care for The day

one-on-one companionship

any non-medical care

please visiT our WebsiTe:
StarfishResources.net

rochelle ann Taylor

Licensed - Bonded - CPR Certified
OWNER

nv business license # 20011559471

FAX: 702-685-5661
Email: RochelleAnnTaylor@gmail.com

Personal Care Services

702-871-2953

 
www.horizonridgehomecare.com

Here to help your family when you need us most

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE

• Companionship  
• Light Housekeeping
• Meal Preparation 
• Medication Reminders
• Bathing & Grooming 
• Transportation & Errands
• Assistance with Mobility
• Family Relief   

702 372-1562702 372-1562
Henderson, NV 89012

HORIZON RIDGE HOME CAREHORIZON RIDGE HOME CARE

Rana Goodman On My Soap Box
Crossroads III Homeowners Association - Update

On My Soap Box

Dorothy Chavez

Our Vegas Voice columnists that appeared at our Elder Empowerment Event at Palace Station 
last month. Thank you guys for appearing and being a part of our Vegas Voice family.

Rana Goodman is The Vegas Voice political editor and a “trouble shooter, advocating for 
seniors.”  She also maintains a community web site, www.anthemtoday.com; a forum 
for residents in Sun City Anthem. She can be reached at: rana@thevegasvoice.net.
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PRE-PLANNED ARRANGEMENTS

Desert
Memorial

SERVING ALL FAITHS AND CEMETERIES

Please send without obligation your special information on
q Direct Cremation      q Direct Cremation with      q Traditional Full Funeral Service

 Chapel Memorial Service 

Name _______________________________________ Age(s) ________

Address ____________________________________________________

City ___________________________ State _______ Zip ____________

Phone_________________q I/We also plan to use the local Veteran’s Cemetery

Desert Memorial
1111 Las Vegas Blvd. North  •   Las Vegas, NV 89101

382-1000

NO
HIDDEN 

CHARGES

57
53
17
1R

WE OFFER:
•  Direct Cremation Service.
•  Direct Cremation with

Chapel Memorial Service
•  Traditional Full Funeral Service

In Our Chapel, Church or Grave site.

We invite you to call or write for our Pre-Planning kit.

Direct Cremation
$57000

Includes:
Transfer, Filing Paperwork,
Cremation and Basic Urn

5753171R 10/23/09, 10:26 AM1

$79500

There are always alternatives in dentist-
ry. The alternatives, however depend upon 
how many natural teeth you have left.

If you have no natural teeth you have 
two options: You could do without teeth 
and use your tongue and gums. This 
works for many people, but leaves a lot to 
be desired when it comes to appearances. 
Some foods still are not within the realm 
of people in this category.

The other option is to use dentures. 
There is a substantial difference in den-
tures that are available. 

Generally, if you have had difficulty with 
dentures in the past, your best chances are 
with a Prosthodontist. His understanding 
of the forces that affect a denture as well 
as the advanced training give you the best 
prospects. 

Many prosthodontists now make upper 
dentures with a metal palate in the den-
ture. This provides substantial strength 
and much more room for the tongue. 

It is also much more comfortable. If you 
later decide to have implants placed, the 
metal support makes the denture much 
stronger and less likely to break.

If you have teeth present you also may 

have several options: If there are teeth on 
both sides of the missing teeth, and if they 
are strong enough, a fixed bridge can be 
designed that attaches to the teeth and is 
not removable. 

It requires the teeth on either side to 
be crowned and this requires cutting the 
enamel off the teeth and then replacing 
it with porcelain and/or metal teeth. The 
cost is sometimes less than implants. 

The cost for a bridge is usually between 

$700-$1800 per tooth. For example, if you 
lost one tooth, the bridge would involve 
that tooth plus the teeth on either side of 
the space for a total of 3 teeth. The bridge 
would cost between $2,100-$5,100.

If there are not enough remaining teeth 
to support a fixed bridge, a removable 
partial denture can be made to replace the 
missing teeth. There are a wide number of 
types of partial dentures. 

The price can range from $300-$2,500 

for a plastic partial. This is usually con-
sidered a temporary partial. 

A partial with a metal substructure 
which is designed to gain support and 
stability from the teeth will range between 
$800-$3,500. The prices usually vary de-
pending on the skill and training of the 
dentist.

If you have not yet lost your teeth, but 
many of your teeth are broken down it is 
often possible to utilize the broken teeth 
as though they were dental implants. 
Dentures could then be made that fit over 
these teeth. These are called overdentures. 

The advantage of saving these teeth is 
that they can help prevent the jaw bone 
from dissolving away while providing a 
more solid foundation for the dentures. 
Small ball shaped attachments can be 
placed in these teeth and the denture can 
be snapped into place. 

This option is usually close to 1/2 the 
cost of dental implants. Fluoride must be 
used in the overdenture to keep the teeth 
from decaying.

If you have any questions you may 
email us at: Scott@lvimplant.com or call 
for a free consultation at (702) 425-7264. 

Are There Alternatives to Dental Implants?
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A No-Brainer MinuteJan Fair A No-Brainer Minute
A Valentine Vegucation for Me & Howard Stern

Monday & Tuesday 10:30-11:00am
Saturday 7:00-7:30am

We’re Now in Phoenix!
Saturday 6:30-7:00pm 

Singer Kelly Clinton Holmes Comedian Dennis Blair
TV Adams Family, 

Cousin It - Felix Silla

Listen to our Radio Show and Terrific Guests:
Our Vegas Voice Radio Host: Rich Natole

Our Afternoon Affair 
Host Mark OToole
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Stay at your best by 
managing your diabetes.
Humana has a healthcare plan that helps 
you stay at your best so you can keep 
managing your diabetes. 

The Humana Gold Plus® Diabetic SNP Plan is a comprehensive Medicare Advantage plan with the benefits you’d 
expect, plus additional benefits designed specifically to help control diabetes. Because we offer resources to help 
you with both your physical and mental health, it’s easier to look and feel better.

The Humana Gold Plus® Diabetic SNP Plan includes:
• Choice of doctors and specialists who respect you and work as a team
• A Care Coordinator to help you navigate the healthcare system
• Fitness programs and nutritional guidance to help keep your body strong
• Educational resources to help you stay informed about diabetes
• And much more!

If you have diabetes and are eligible for Medicare, talk to a local, licensed Humana sales agent in your community 
about the Humana Gold Plus® Diabetic SNP Plan. Be the best that you can be. Call today.

Humana is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in this Humana plan depends on contract renewal. This plan is available 
to individuals with certain chronic diseases. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more 
information contact the plan. Limitations, copayments and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premium and/or member cost-share may change on 
January 1 of each year.
Y0040_GHHHY6DEN4 Accepted

1-855-795-9496 (TTY:711)  ¿Español? 1-855-493-0972
Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–8 p.m. 
Humana.com

Medicare Advantage Humana Gold Plus®  
Diabetic SNP Plan




